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Vorstellungen im Koran.
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Obv. Centre, in Pahlavi script :

Usual symbol

Apzut = ‘D!fap

Opposite the bust, instead of the personel name of the ruler :
wwwyaﬂne:mhm‘ffgm Y- Dat:

In the margin, in Kufic : &) * J9 &) aw =BismAllah
vali/Allah

Rev. in Pahlavi
Mint : Grm Krman, Garm Kirman = ( wanm Kirman)
Date : Hftar , Haftat = 70 ('Y or h)?
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EI2= The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, Leiden 1960.
Handwdrterbuch des Islam. (corresponds to the EI), Leiden 1941.
A Catalogue of the Muh ammadan Coins in the British Museum.
Walker, Catalogue I=John Walker, A Catalogue of the Arab-
Sassanian Coins, London 1941.
Walker, Catalogue Il1= John Walker, A Catalogue of the Arab-
Byzantine and Post —Reform Umaiyad Coins, London 1956.
Sylloge of Islamic Coins in the Ashmolean.
Vol. 1., The Pre-Reform Coinage of the Early Islamic Period,
Oxford 2002.
Vol.X., Arabia and East Africa, Oxford 1999.
Encyclopaedia Iranica. http://www.iranicaonline.org

Journals

INS 10= Israel Numismatic Journal, Published by the Israel
Numismatic Society, vol.10, Jerusalem, 1988-89.

INS 13= Israel Numismatic Journal, Published by the Israel
Numismatic Society, vol.13, Jerusalem 1994-99.

Monographs and Articles

Paul Balog, Umayyad. ‘Abbasid and Tulunid Glass Weights and
Vessel Stamps, New York 1976.

Clifford Edmund Bosworth, The New Islamic Dynasties, Edinburgh
1996.

Patricia Crone & Martin Hinds, God’s Caliph, Cambridge 1986.

Patricia Crone, Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam, Oxford 1987.

Festgabe deutscher Iranisten zur 2500 Jahrfeier Irans, Stuttgart 1971.

Heinz Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik, Braunschweig 1973.

Tony Goodwin, Arab-Byzantine Coinage, London 2005.

Matthias Henze, Syrische Danielapokalypse, Miinchen 2006.

Ryka Gyselen, Arab-Sasanian Copper Coinage, Wien 2000.

Der Koran. Ubersetzung R. Paret, Stuttgart 1979.

Henri Lavoix, Catalogue des Monnaies Musulmanes de la
Bibliothéque Nationale, VVol.l., Khalifes Orientaux, Paris 1887.
Christoph Luxenberg, Die Syro-Aramadische Lesart des Koran, Berlin
2004; English translation: The Syro-Aramaic Reading of the
Koran — A Contribution to the Decoding of the Koran, Berlin

2007.
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Wilferd Madelung, Religious and Ethnic Movements in Medieval
Islam, Aldershot 1992.

Michael G. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, Princeton
1984.

Tilman Nagel, Untersuchungen zur Entstehung des Abbasidischen
Kalifates, Bonn 1972.

Georg Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates. Minchen
1952,

Gerd-Rudiger Puin, Der Diwan von ‘Umar ibn al-Hattab, Bonn 1970.

Gerrit J. Reinink & Bernhard H. Stolte (eds.), The Reign of
Heraclius ( 610-641), Leuven 2002.

Gerrit J. Reinink, Syriac Christianity under Late Sasanian and Early
Islamic Rule, Aldershot 2005.

Gustav Rothstein, Die Dynastie der Lahmiden in al-Hira. Berlin
1899.

Gernot Rotter, Die Umayyaden und der Zweite Birgerkrieg (680-
692).Wiesbaden 1982.

Ridiger Schmitt, Studia Grammatica Iranica, Miinchen 1986.

Augustus Spijkerman, The Coins of the Decapolis and Provincia
Arabia, Jerusalem 1978.

Michael Stausberg, Die Religion Zarathushtras, Stuttgart 2002.

Muhammad Abu-I-Faraj Al’Ush. Arab Islamic Coins preserved in
the National Museum of Qatar, Doha 1984.

Julius Wellhausen, Die religios-politischen Oppositionsparteien im
alten Islam, Berlin 1901.

Julius  Wellhausen, Das Arabische Reich und sein Sturz.

Berlin 1902.
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! Ernst Emil Herzfeld (1879-1948) was a well-known German Near Eastern archeo-
logist, scholar of ancient Near Eastern languages and civilizations and specialized in
epigraphics. He was one of the fathers of the Near Eastern and Islamic archeology.
His international renown is mainly based on his research of numerous ruins and his
excavations, esp. from 1911-13 in Samarra and 1931-34 in Persepolis. His major
fields of studies comprise Orientalist, philological, historical, archeological and
architectural investigations, above all about the stone, copper and bronze age in Iraq
and Iran, the civilizations of the Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians and Achaemenids.
Moreover, he dealt intensively with Parthian and Sassanian archeology, the genesis
of Islamic art and Achaemenid, Sassanian and Islamic eras.

2 Cyrus H. Gordon, Ugaritic Manual, Rom 1955, p. 263, N° 639: “mhmd -the
best/choicest of . mhmd.brs [“the best/choicest of gold™].

% Alois Sprenger, Das Leben und die Lehre des Mohammad, Berlin 1868,
160-161.

*  Cyrus H. Gordon, Ugaritic Manual, jp. 316, Nos. 1630-32. Im
Ugaritischen wird “S(a)M(a)D gebraucht fiur das Hochbinden von
Weinreben, fir das Anschirren von Pferden, das Anbinden / Einbinden von
Ochsen ins Joch. Es hat sich noch im Syrischen als Bezeichnung fiir ,Band,
erhalten.

® The migration of the “Sea Peoples”, one of them being the Philistines, after whom
Palestine was named, had had an earlier impact on Troy and Mycene (Der Kleine
Pauly, Munich 1979, entry: “Seevilkerwanderung”).

® Der Kleine Pauly, entry: ,,Hatra®.

" Clive Foss, Anomalous Arab-Byzantine Coins. Some Problems and Suggestions.
8.11; An Anomalous Inscription at Tiberias. ONS Newsletter 166, London 2001, p.
8.
® Robert G. Hoyland, Arabia and the Arabs, London 2001, p. 2-3: “For Herodotus
(d. c. 430 BC) Arabia chiefly designates parts of eastern Egypt, Sinai and the Negev
(2.8, 11-12,75,158; 3.5,9), which accords with the note of Pliny the Elder (d. AD 79)
that ‘beyond the Pelusiac [easternmost] mouth of the Nile is Arabia, extending to the
Red Sea’ (3.65). In Persian administrative lists, mostly from the reign of Darius
(521-486 BC), a district called Arabaya is usually included be <-tween Assyria and
Egypt, which is probably Herodotus’ Arabia plus parts of the Syrian desert. The lat-
ter corresponds to Pliny’s Arabia of the nomads’, lying to the east of the Dead Sea
(5.72). In order to seize the Persian throne from his brother, the young Cyrus led his
army of ten thousand Greeks on an epic journey from Sardis to Babylon in 401 BC.
On the way ‘he marched through Arabia, keeping the Euphrates on the right’ (Xe-
nophon, An.1.4.19), the reference here being to the province of Arabia in central [?]
Mesopotamia. This is qualified by Pliny as ‘the district of Arabia called the country
of the Orroei’ to the east of the Euphrates and south of the Taurus mountains
(5.85)".

¥ Manfred Kropp, Orientalism and Dialogue of Cultures: Orientalism and Arabs
before Islam. Conference on Orientalism, Dialogue of Cultures. The University of
Jordan, Amman, (no date), p. 250: “But when, why and how did these people — or
was it in fact another one — get this Arabic language?”
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0" Richard N. Frye, The Heritage of Persia, New York 1963, p.235: “The story of

the founding of the Sasanian dynasty is not unlike the story of Cyrus or even
Arsaces, both of which generally conform to epic norms.”

1 About the later significance of Gundeshaptr under Khosrow | (531-579 CE) see:
Gerrit J. Reinink, Theology and Medicine in Jundishapur. Cultural Change in the
Nestorian School Tradition, in: Alasdair McDonald, Michael Twomey, Gerrit
Reinink (eds.), Learned Antiquity, Scholarship and Society, Leuven 2003, pp. 163-
174.

12 Richard N. Frye, The Heritage of Persia, p. 242: “Prisoners were settled in Fars,
Parthia, Khuzistan and elsewhere and they probably provided the basis of the later
Christian communities of Iran.”

13 Michael G. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, Princeton 1984, p. 266-7.

1% 30hn Walker, A Catalogue of Muhammadan Coins in The British Museum. A

Catalogue of the Arab-Sassanian Coins. London 1941, p.124, N° B.[erlin] 39 =
Kaiser Friedrich Museum, Berlin (Ntzel, N° 93, PI. 11). Today in the inventory of
the Bode Museum, Museum lIsland, Berlin; see also: Ryka Gyselen, Arab-Sasanian
Copper Coinage, Wien 2000, p. 70: “A second problem emerges concerning the
names themselves, which has not previously been considered in numismatic
literature. Some of these names may well have been used as an epithet as well as a
name.”

> Gerrit J. Reinink, Die Entstehung der syrischen Alexanderlegende als politisch-
religiose Propagandaschrift fir Heraclius’ Kirchenpolitik; in: Syriac Christianity
under Late Sasanian and Early Islamic Rule, Aldershot 2005, 11, p. 278-279.

16 3. Reinink, Alexander the Great in 7"-century Syriac ‘Apocaliptic’ texts, in:
Syriac Christianity, 1V, p.158-160: “In the fifth book of the History, Theophylact
Simocatta (floruit during the reign of Heraclius) transmits an apocalyptic prophecy
said to have been pronounced by Khosraus Il after his flight into Byzantine territory
from the usurper Bahram (590/91). After being insulted by the Byzantine general
John Mystacon, the Persian shah is supposed to have spoken the following words to
the general (according to the translation of Michael and Mary Whitby): ‘If we were
not subject to the tyranny of the occasion, you would not have dared, general, to
strike with insults the king who is great among mortals. But since you are proud in
present circumstances, you shall hear what indeed the gods have provided for the fu-
ture. Be assured that troubles will flow back in turn against you Romans. The Baby-
lonian race will hold the Roman state in its power for a threefold cycle hebdomad of
years. Thereafter you Romans will enslave Persians for a fifth hebdomad of years.
When these very things have been accomplished, the day without evening will dwell
among mortals and the expected fate will achieve power, when the forces of
destruction will be handed over to dissolution and those of the better life hold sway.’

According to the Whitbys, ‘this prediction refers to the events of the early
seventh century, when the Persians defeated the Romans for approximately twenty-
one years (a threefold cyclic hebdomad) and were then defeated by Heraclius in a
campaign which lasted six years (until 628°. (...)

Another explanation has been proposed by P. J. Alexander. Taking the
year 591 (Kosrow’s flight into Byzantine territory) as the starting point for Kosrow’s
prediction, Alexander thinks that the fifth hebdomad relates to the period between
619 (591+28) and 626 (591+35). (...). It is generally assumed that Theophylact did
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not take this report from his written source (John of Ephiphania), but that he
reproduces here a contemporary oral tradition. Alexander dates this tradition
between the beginning of Heraclius’ campaigns and the emperor’s decisive victory
over the Persians in 627/8. Thérése Olajos proposes a date by the end of the war
(628). According to Michael Whitby, however, the prophecy probably circulated
after Heraclius’ final victory, since the prophecy’s prediction of Roman victory is
accurate. | have suggested earlier, that Kosrow’s prophecy may have served
Byzantine propagandistic purposes, ‘um Leute, die giinstig gegen den Perserkonig
gestimmt waren, fiir den byzantinischen Kaiser umzustimmen’. This hypothesis
presupposes that the prophecy circulated during Heraclius’ campaigns, and perhaps
not long before Heraclius final victory over the Persians. However this may be, the
Kosrow-prophecy testifies the strong apocalyptic spirit of the time.”

7 R. Paret, Koran, S. 282.

1 According to the scientific consensus, the Strategikon was composed at the end
of the 6™ or beginning of the 7" century; see Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. III,
pgp. 1962-1963.

! Georg Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates. Miinchen 1959, p.
67. How little Maurice was inclined to renounce on possession of the West is shown
in his testament, which he wrote in the year 597, after having fallen seriously ill.
According to this last will, his eldest son Theodosios in Constantinople was to rule
the eastern domains, while the second, Tiberius should rule in Rome over Italy and
the western islands. Rome was to be the second capital of the empire and residence
of the emperor. The notion of a universal empire was not given up; moreover, the
old idea of distribution of power in the Imperium Romanum (tetrarchy) was still
alive.

20 Gerrit J. Reinink, The New Alexander: Apocalyptic Prophecies, in: The Reign of
Heraclius (610-642), op. cit., p.82-83: “The city, together with its victorious symbol
of the Christian Roman empire had fallen into the hands of the pagan enemy. In the-
se years, fears for the impending definite fall of the empire increased, and what this
meant within the wider perspective of the course of history was perfectly clear: the
end of the Roman empire would usher in the very last terrors of world history, in the
form of the invasions of the eschatological peoples of Gog and Magog and the
advent of the Antichrist.” See also footnote 15: “By ‘imperial eschatology’ we un-
derstand the already ancient Christian idea that the Roman empire is the fourth em-
pire of the book of Daniel, which, as the ‘withholding power’ (2 Thess. 2:7 ), would
last until the advent of the Antichrist; cf. Podskalsy, Byzantinische Reichseschatolo-
gie, p.55, note 332 (...).”

1 p.J. Alexander, Historiens Byzantins et Croyances Eschatologiques, in: P. J.
Alexander, Religious and Political History and Thought in the Byzantine Empire,
Collected Studies, London 1978, p.4-5: “On retiendra que dans la premiére moitié
du septieme siécle il avait & Byzance des milieux qui croyaient que 1’état romain ou
byzantin avait été suffisament affaibli pour faire place, suivant la tradition
mentionée dans la seconde Epitre aux Thessaloniciens, au régne de I’ Antéchrist.”

%2 | awrence I. Conrad, Heraclius in Early Islamic Kerygma, in: The Reign of Hera-
clius (610-641), op. cit., p. 120: “Moreover, when Heraclius formally assumed the
title of basileus in 629, he was the first emperor to assert his right to rule in the name
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of Christ as a ‘dominatus’.” See also footnote 34: Shahid: “Heraclius, Pistos en
Christo Basileus”.

2 jan Willem Drijvers, Heraclius and the Restitutio Crucis, in: The Reign of Herac-
lius (610-641), op. cit., p. 186-188: “The ‘Restitutio Crucis’ was an evident symboli-
cal act meant to establish a new imperial ideology and to mark a new beginning. He-
raclius wanted to evoke and associate with David through whose descendant, Christ

(2 Samuel 7:13) Christianity came to the world, which was first officially recognised
by Constantine, the founder of the Christian empire. Through his association with
these three figures, Heraclius aspired to the renewal of his reign, a new beginning,
and the start of a new age after a successfully concluded war. In this respect, the date
of the restitution is of great importance. The 21% of March was a carefully chosen
date. It corresponds with the day of creation of the luminaries of the sun and the
moon, or, in other words, the beginning of time. The repositioning of the Cross on
21 March, therefore, marks a new era in the history of the Creation. This new era
had important eschatological and apocalyptic overtones. In his poem on the restora-
tion of the Cross, George of Pisidia associates the revelation of the Cross with the
resurrection of the dead, thereby clearly referring to the Day of Judgement. In the
‘Apocalypse of Ps. Methodius’, composed at the end of the seventh century, there is
a clear association between the restoration of the Cross and the Second Coming of
Christ, and the restitution was seen as foreboding the final emperor. According to
this ‘Apocalypse’, the ending of all sovereignty and power on earth would be
announced when the emperor would go to Golgatha, reinstall the Cross there, and
put his crown on the Cross. He would then hand over the kingdom to God the
Father, the Cross would be raised to heaven and the crown with it, because the Cross
on which Christ had died was a sign that would be seen prior to the coming of the
Lord (in Jerusalem), and the last Greek emperor would die.

Heraclius’ imperial ideology, the beginning of a new age inspired by
biblical and messianic concepts, asked for a new official titulature. Probably already
by 629 Heraclius adopted the title of ‘pistos en Christo basileus’, which very ad-
equately expresses the emperor’s political and religious programme.”

4 Mary Whitby, George of Pisidia’s Presentation of Heraclius, in: The Reign of
Heraclius (610-641, op. cit., 162: “Emphasised throughout is the mystical power of
the Cross, which has paradoxically burned to ashes the fire of the magi (12-14; 64-
68) and has been more effective than the biblical ark in not only defeating the ene-
mies, but causing them to turn upon themselves in civil strife (73-81). Finally, the
live-giving Cross is connected with the occasion on which news of its restoration
reached the capital — the Feast of Lazarus, a dead man restored to life (104-110).
This poem is unified by its reiterated references to the Cross, frequent biblical allu-
sion, and its uniform tone of exultation.”
2> \Was ist das Neue an Heraklius? Gerd J. Reinink, Bernhard Stolte, Introduction,
in: The Reign of Heraclius (610-641), Leuven 2002, p. xi.: ““New’ was the fact that
Heraclius, supported by the Church, personally lead his troops in a ‘holy war’
against pagan enemies who tried to wipe the Christian empire out of existence. Also
‘new’ were the emperor’s definition and application of measures meant to restore
the ideological unity of the empire.”

% Jan Willem Drijvers, Heraclius and the Restitutio Crucis, in: The Reign of

Heraclius (610-641), op. cit. p. 185: “There are interesting parallels between David
and Heraclius, of which the latter must have been aware. Both kings did not come to
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the throne by way of orderly succession; both were killers of tyrants; both fought
wars against infidels, won them, and brought back the sacred objects — the ark and
the Cross — which were of great importance for their respective religions; both had
relationships with women that were not pleasing in the eyes of God, and functioned
as an intermediary between his people and God. This biblical king was thus the ideal
prototype for a monarch of a Christian empire, who was also to serve as a link
between his subjects and God. Heraclius recognised this and also took David as his
role model. Earlier in his reign, Theodore Synkellos, in one of his sermons, had
already compared Heraclius with David. Another allusion to David is made by
Heraclius himself in an address to his soldiers during the Persian campaign.”

%7 Georg Ostrogorsky, Geschichte, a.a.0., 81
%8 Gerrit J. Reinink, Die Entstehung der Syrischen Alexanderlegende als Politisch-
Religidse Propagandaschrift fiir Heraclius Kirchenpolitik, in: Gerrit J. Reinink,
Syriac Christianity, op. cit., Il1, p. 276.

° John Haldon, The Reign of Heraclius: A Context for Change? in: The Reign of
Heraclius (610-641), op. cit., p. 3.

% Frank R. Trombley, Military Cadres and battles during the Reign of Heraclius,
in: The Reign of Heraclius (610-641), op. cit., p. 250: “but the operations in
Armenia and upper Mesopotamia may have included a large element of ethnic
fighters, as did the force that fought at the battle of al-Yarmuk. It is impossible to
comment on the military effectiveness of these combined formations except to note
their success against the Sasanids in the 620s (...).”

3 Georg Ostrogorsky, Geschichte, op. cit., p. 82.
2 Wilferd Madelung, Apocalyptic Prophecies in Hims in the Umayyad Age, in:
Religious and Ethnic Movements in Medieval Islam. 1992, p. 175: “‘Abd Alléh b.

Dinér quotes Ka’b, saying: The Turks will alight at Amid and will drink from the
Tigris and the Euphrates. They will work havoc in al-Jazira and the people of Islam
will be unable out of consternation to do anything against them.”

% Michael Morony, Iraq after the Muslim conquest, Princeton 1984, p. 358: “On
the other hand, the agreement allowed the Nestorians to continue to think that their
belief in two natures (diphysitism) made them just as orthodox as the church of the
West. (...) The Nestorian identity emerging at the end of the seventh century was one
which derived its distinction in contrast to Monophysitism without requiring any
break (from the Nestorian point of view) with the Orthodox Christians in the West.”

4L Gardet, article ‘Din’, EI2I1/ 293: “Din henceforth is the corpus of obligatory
prescriptions given by God, to which one must submit. ~ Thus din signifies obliga-
tion, direction, submission, retribution. Whether referring to the Hebrew — Aramaic
sense or the ancient Arabic root, there will remain the ideas of debt to be discharged
(hence obligation) and of direction imposed or to be followed with a submissive
heart. From the standpoint of him who imposes obligation or direction, din rejoins
the judgement of the Hebrew root; but from the standpoint of him who has to
discharge the obligation and receive the direction, din must be translated religion —
the most general and frequent use.” (my emphasis) Why the Iranian etymology of
the term does not convince the author of this article, is not explained. Two renowned
German islamologists, Ndldeke and Vollers, both point out the Iranian origin of the
word Din. The author, Gaudefroy-Demombynes, is apparently not convinced. If two
characters as different as Noldeke and Vollers agreed upon the etymology of the
term, then this etymology should not be so easily dismissed as is the case in the EI2.
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Moreover, it should be noted that a scholar like D. B. Macdonald is quoted as late as
1941 (Handwdérterbuch des Islam, Leiden 1941, p. 99) with reference to Vollers’
opinion concerning the Iranian origin of the term. His mention does not reject
Vollers’ opinion.

* Heinrich Speyer, Die biblischen Erzahlungen im Qoran, Grafenhainichen 1931,
p. 162: “In any case, the concept of Abraham as the father of the pagans who
become believers (Rom. 4:11 ff.) is Christian. In Mt. 3:9 Christ rejects the opinion
of the Pharisees and Sadducees, who refer to Abraham as their father. In Romans
4:16 ff. the faith of Abraham is mentioned, who is the father of all of us and who
was given appointed father of a multitude of nations (cf. Gen. 17:5), who did not
become weak in faith (Gen. 17:17) and who believed in the promise of the angels in
spite of his and Sarah’s age (Rom. 4:19-20). Thus Christianity assigned more
importance to Abraham than Judaism, (...).”

% Gerrit J. Reinink, Alexander the Great in Seventh-Century Syriac ‘Apocalyptic’
texts, in: Syriac Christianity under Late Sasanian and Early Islamic rule. Aldershot
2005, VI, p. 167.

3 Gerrit J. Reinink, Alexander the Great in Seventh-Century Syriac ‘Apocalyptic’
texts, op. cit., p.153: “The prefectures recorded in both lists represent territories
which since the opening phases of the Persian-Byzantine war in 604 were occupied
by Khosraus 11, and which after the peace treaty in 628 between the emperor Herac-
lius and Kavadh, Khosraus’ son and successor, were restored to Byzantium. There is
no period in the long history of the wars between Byzantium and the Sassanians to
which these data apply better than to the time of Heraclius’ victory over the Persians
and the Byzantine recovery of the Eastern provinces in 628.”

%8 Murad W. Hofmann, Der Koran. Das Heilige Buch des Islam. Istanbul
2001, 200~*.

% Gerrit J. Reinink, Syrische Alexanderlegende, op. cit., p. 273.

0 Text of the Syrian Legend of Alexander: “... I know in my mind, that you made
me bigger than all kings, because you made horns grow on my head, so that | can
crush the kingdoms of the earth ....”

1 Gerrit J. Reinink, Syrische Alexanderlegende, op. cit., p. 280.

2 Gerrit J. Reinink, Syrische Alexanderlegende, op. cit., p. 267-9.

® Der Koran, transl. by Max Henning, revised by Murad W. Hofmann, op. cit., p.
219.

* Wilferd Madelung, Apocalyptic Prophecies in Hims in the Umayyad Age, op.
cit., p. 146.

4 John W. Watt, The Portrayal of Heraclius in Syriac Historical Sources, in: The
Reign of Heraclius (610-641), op. cit., p. 67: “The Chronicler’s attitude to Khosrau
emerges very clearly in his remark attached to an incident involving Nathaniel bi-
shop of Siazur, who expelled from his region an official who had created trouble for
Christians at the time of the Persian siege of Dara. The ‘Rad’ is said to have told the
shah: You fight for Christians, [the author refers to the real or false Theodosius, son
of Maurice] yet | am banished by Christians. Nathaniel was therefore imprisoned for
six years and then crucified, on which the Chronicler comments: Even if Khosrau
made an outward show of love to Christians because of Maurice, nevertheless he
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was an enemy of our people. However divided the loyalties of the East Syrians may
have been in earlier years, the writer of the Khuzistan Chronicle is thus empathic
that Khusrau Il was an enemy of Christianity. His view may be compared with that
of Sabeos, whose theme is ‘the story of the destructive and ruinous Khosrau’ cursed
by God’.”

* Translation: Muhammad Ahmad Rassoul, Lan Tabur, Kéln 1413/1993, p. 784.

4 Lan Tabur, op. cit. S. 628.; Handwoérterbuch des Islam, op. cit. 365: “Lugman, a

legendary figure stemming from Arabic paganism, also found its way into the
Kur(Jan and into later legend and poetry. (...) — Concerning Lugman’s admonition:
Be modest in thy bearing and subdue thy voice. Lo! in harshest of all voices is the
voice of the ass. (...) Rendel Harris has found the model for this in Akhigar: Lower
your head, speak softly and look downward! For if the house were built through
your voice, then a donkey would build two of them in one day.” B. Heller, article:
“Lugman” EI? V/811-12: “Once the Kur’an had consecrated Lugman as the wise
utterer of proverbs, everything that was thought pious or sensible could be attributed
to him. (...) it may be that many of these proverbs that belong to the general treasury
of Near Eastern wisdom literature had already begun to penetrate into the Arabian
Peninsula (...) The Christian Arab poet ‘Adi b. Zayd of al-Hira knew of Ahiqar,
whom he calls al-Hayqgar (see Noldeke, Untersuchungen zum Achigar-Roman, 25).”
8 Irfan Shahid, The Arabs in the Peace Treaty of A.D. 561, Arabica (1956), pp.
181-213.

A, Pertusi, Georgio di Pisidia Poemi. I. Panegerici Epici. Edizione critica, tradu-
zione e commento, Ettal, 1959.

0 About corresponding reports about the Nabateans see: Joseph Patrich, The For-
mation of Nabatean Art, Jerusalem 1990, pp. 31-33. There also the note about an
Aramaic-Arabic bilingual text in Nabataean script, p. 32, footnote 29a: A. Negev,
Obodas the God, Israel Exploration Journal 36 (1986), p. 56-60.

L The historical stability of the circumstances of late antiquity is conspicuous: In
the former settlement area of Monophysite minority Christians in Mesopotamia with
the see in Takrit we today find the center of the Sunnite minority in Iraq, in the
settlement area of the Syrian Christians in Khazistan and Hira the Shiite majority.
Nagdran is the center of an Ismailite tribe in southern Arabia.

52 Trfan Shahid, article “Ghassan”, EI?, I/ p. 1020-21.

%% Judith Koren & Yehuda D. Nevo, Methodological Approaches to Islamic Stu-
dies. In: Der Islam 68 (1991), p. 100-102. see also the note by Jeremy Jones, JESHO
46,4, Leiden 2003, p. 411-412: “In 1991, Judith Koren and the late Yehuda Nevo
issued a methodological challenge to historians of Early Islam. They were encou-
raged to do so by their reading of the so called ‘revisionist’ historians, including Pa-
tricia Crone, Michael Cook, Gerald Hawting, Moshe Sharon, and John Wansbrough,
whose work, Koren and Nevo believed, had completely undermined the foundations
upon which the traditional positivist account of the rise of Islam had been
constructed. None of the written Islamic sources for the first two hundred years of
the hijra could be used as evidence for what had actually happened. Archeology,
which in any case consisted of objective facts that were always to be preferred over
subjective written sources, was therefore almost the only evidence available, and
should be used to compose a new account of the origins of Islam that would be radi-
cally different from the traditional historical narrative. The polemical style permitted
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historians to dismiss this article as not worth an answer, while Nevo’s unorthodox
interpretation of material evidence embarrassed archaeologists into silence. What, it
was widely asked, could have persuaded ‘Der Islam’ to waste space in this manner?”
History has meanwhile answered this question. About the Arabic inscriptions on
buildings of the Ghassanids in Syria in the 6™ century CE see: Irfan Shahid, article
“Ghassan” EI? 1I/1021, moreover about a bilingual Harran inscription of the year
568 CE: Adolf Grohmann, Arabische Palaographie, 11, Wien 1971, p. 14, N° 2. The
trilingual inscription of Zebed (Arabic, Aramaic, Greek) of the year 512 CE can be
found in Brussels. The architrave of the Saint Sergius Church has the following
dimensions: 76x305x16 cmy; it is in the Musées Royaux d’Art et d’Histoire, Inv. N°
1308. Grohmann, op. cit., p.14, N° 1; see also the catalogue of the exhibition “Ex
oriente”, Aachen 2003, Mainz 2003, p. 259: The architrave of the Saint Sergius
Church bears the following inscription in Greek, Aramaic and Arabic: “This is a
sacred place.” According to newest research it is the oldest epigraphic attestation of
Arabic, see: Chr. Robin, L’Ecriture Arabe et 1’Arabie pour 1’Assience, Dossier
Orssery Oct.-Jan. 2002, p. 62-69.

> Irfan Shahid, article “Ghassan”, EI? 11/1020.

* TIrfan Shahid, article “Ghassan’, EI? [1/1020. Furthermore: S.C. Munro-Hay, The
Coinage of Aksum, Neu-Delhi 1984, p. 81: THZATHACTBACIfLEYCt = Ezanas
Basileus; p. 84: THZATNAB{ACIfLEY. Ezanas ruled in appr. 540 CE as a
Christian king in Southern Arabia and the modern Eritrea. His successors had coins
struck in Greek with their Byzantine vassal title. About the situation on the Arabian
Peninsula at that time see: Barbara Finster, Arabien in der Spatantike, in: Archdo-
logischer Anzeiger (1996), p. 287-319. René Tardy, Najran, Chretiens d’Arabie
avant I’Islam, Beirut 1999, also mentions the publication of a Syrian chronicle from
South Arabia: A. Moberg, Le Livre des Himyarites, Lund 1924. There the story of a
merchant from Nagran is told, who traveled to Hira, where he came in contact with
Christianity and became the founder of this religion in Nagran. Later and in other
places, Hira is attested as place of proclamation of the new faith. Irfan Shahid,
article “Al-Hira”, EI? III/ p. 462: “Muhammad is said to have been in the habit of
spending a month each year in a cave on Hira’ [the spelling without hamza is also
found] engaged in tahannut, presumably some form of religious devotion, and to
have been visited here by an angel (Ibn Hisam, 152; cf. Tabari, i, pp. 1147, p. 1555);
this experience is sometimes identified with the beginning of revelation.” Thus,
interesting connecting points can be found which link the process of historicization
of the Christological predicate muhammad in Hira and Nagran in South Arabia, a
town herself connected to Hira.

% G Widengren, Die Religionen Irans, Stuttgart 1965, p. 283: “It cannot be
doubted that the Islamic occupation of Iran ended a development which might have
led to the total Christianization of Iran. It is conspicuous that as a competitor,
Zoroastrianism as a living religion was no match for Christianity.”

5 \Wolfram Brandes, Heraclius between Restoration and Reform, op. cit., p. 15:
“His alliance with the Chazars and the attack they launched together against the
Persians through the Caucasus reminded many contemporaries of the fate of Gog
and Magog, who according to the legend were excluded from the oikumene and
locked behind the Caucasian Gates by Alexander the Great.” See also footnote 152:
On Gog and Magog in the Middle Byzantine Apocalyptic Literature, see Alexander,
The Byzantine Apocalyptic Tradition, pp. 185-192.
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% G. Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des Byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., 93: “Executing

the regulations of the treaty which the patriarch Kyros of Alexandria, told to do so
by Martina, had signed with the Arabs and which gave the Byzantines a deadline for
their withdrawal from the land, Byzantine troops left Alexandria 12" September 642
on a boarded a ship heading to Rhodos, whereupon (...).” The treaty is mentioned in
Byzantine registers. About this point see G. Ostrogorsky, op. cit., p. 92, footnote 1:
Ddlger, Reg. 220.
% In his Table of Arab-Sassanian coinage, Heinz Gaube mentions six attestations of
dirhems of the year 20 from different mints. See: Heinz Gaube, Arabosasanidische
Miinzpragung, op. cit. Fold-out with table. See also: J. Walker, Catalogue 1., op. cit.,
p. 3-4 and xxxv.-xxxvi. There a discussion concerning the dating according to the
traditional Islamological view. For coinage of the year 20 of the mint Sakastan see
also: Stephen Album, Tony Goodwin, The Pre-Reform Coinage of the Early Islamic
Period, Oxford 2002, PI. 25, Nos. 353-357.
60 Receipts of the Arab commander Amir ‘Abdallah ibn Gabir about confiscated
sheep on his campaign in Upper Egypt. Record dated 25" April 643. Vienna,
Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek (Austrian National Library), Papyrus Collection;
see Prophyl&en Weltgeschichte, vol. V., Frankfurt 1963, p. 65-65, text and fig.

Henri Lavoix, Catalogue des Monnaies Musulmanes de la Bibliotheque
Nationale, Khalifes Orientaux, Paris 1887, p. 1, N° 1.
62 See the conclusion of Patricia Crone about the historically late appearance of
inscriptions assigned by her to the Prophet of the Arabs: P. Crone, God’s Caliph, op.
cit., p. 24 and footnote 1. The coin from Zaranj can be found in the Berlin
Collection, Walker I. p. 124, N° B. 39. N°

63 ). Walker, Catalogue 1., op. cit., p. xxviii: “The importance of the coins lies in

their providing us with contemporary data for corroborating, supplementing, or at
times correcting the historians. Even so there are numerous cases where the coin
evidence cannot be reconciled with the historical tradition.” The only apt solution
here is to start from scratch again. Numbers on coins, which do not indicate the era,
neither refer to the era of the Prophet of the Arabs nor to that of a late Sassanians.
They stand for an era which begins with the victory of Heraclius, i.e., the era of
Arab mint authority. They had coins struck in the name of their rule, not according
to the traditional report of the 9" century CE, when for the first time details of the
flight of the Prophet were known, a migration from a town called Mecca, hitherto
unknown to the possessors of the Quran, to Medina.

&4 cecile Morrison, Catalogue des Monnaies Byzantines, Bibliotheque Nationale,
Paris 1970, p. 765 (Années de Régne et Indictions. Constant I1.). For Gadara: Au-
gustus Spijkermann, The Coins of the Decapolis and Provincia Arabia, Jerusalem
1978, p. 128-29, N° 1. Coinage of Gadara ends in the year of the city 304 = 240/41
n. Chr.

% personal communication by Johannes Thomas, 17 March, 2006.

% Adolf Grohmann, Arabic Inscriptions, Part I1. vol. I, Léwen 1962, no. 268.

%7 Joshua Green and Yoram Tsafrir, Greek Inscriptions from Hammat Gader: A
Poem by the Empress Eudocia and Two Building Inscriptions, Israel Exploration
Journal, Vol. 32, Nos. 2-3, Jerusalem 1982, p. 94-95.
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% G. Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des Byzantinischen Reiches, op. cit., 96: “The

Emperor Constans did not ignore the necessity of religious reconciliation. Trying to
find a compromise, he issued the Type of Constans, which ordered the ekthesis to be
removed from the narthex of the Hagia Sophia, but at the same time tried hard to
circumvent the actual debate and the edict of Heraclius by banishing under threat of
punishment any discussion not only about the problem of energeia [divine power],
but also about the problem of [divine] will. Concerning these two problems he thus
arrived at the same crucial point where more than a century and a half before, after
the publication of the Henotikon of Zenon, the problem of [Christ’s] nature had
arrived.”

6. Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des Byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., 95, footnote 1
(Délger, Reg. 230).

03, Walker, Catalogue I., p. 25-27, Nos. 35-ANS. 9 (coinage of Darabjird in the
name of Muawiya).

G Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des Byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., 98.

” G, Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des Byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 102, footnote
1 (Dolger, Reg. 239).

3. Walker, Catalogue I., p. 33-35, Nos. ANS.7- 47.

3. Walker, Catalogue I., p. 29, M.19- p. 32, N° M. 20.

> ). Walker, Catalogue I., p. 29. N° C. 1.

® “It is impossible to tell whether this pattern has been influenced by some of the
late Sasanian gold coinage on which the name of the king is followed by his title,
Khusro (king of kings), Kavad (kay).” (Rika Gyselen, Arab-Sasanian Copper
Coinage, op. cit., S. 70).

"3, Walker, Catalogue I., p.40, N° 58.

A comprehensive compilation of the historiographical literature of the Arabs
about the conquest of the Kaba by al-Haggag can be found in: Gernot Rotter, Die
Umayyaden und der Zweite Birgerkrieg (680-692), Wiesbaden, 1982, p. 238-243.
Here we hear about the abundance of food of the besiegers — groats, cookies (kak)
and fine flour — and the hunger of the besieged. At the end the anti-caliph Abdallah
bn Zubayr was dead. The exact location and time of his death has been fixed by
Rudolf Sellheim: Der Zweite Birgerkrieg im Islam (680-692). Das Ende der Mek-
kanisch-Medinensischen Vorherrschaft. Sitzungsberichte der Wissenschaftlichen
Gesellschaft an der Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitét Frankfurt/M., vol.8, year
1969, N° 4, Wieshaden 1970, p. 109.

Julius Wellhausen, Das Arabische Reich, Berlin 1902, p. 345, quotes
Theophanes: “A.M. 6243 (755 A.D.) the new rulers killed most (Christians) as
adherents of a former dynasty, by slaughtering them perfidiously at Antipatris in
Palestine.” Then he continues: “(...) One does not understand how the Umayyads
can be called Christians; here there must be an error or an interpolation (my
translation from the German).” It might have been known to Theophanes at his time
that the Umayyads were (Christian) “Old Believers”, i.e., heretical Syrian
Christians.

80 3. Walker, Catalogue I., pp. 33-35, Nos. ANS. 7- 47 (sequence of the years 53-60
of the Arabs).

8 3, Walker, Catalogue 1., pp. 29-30, Nos. M.19-B.4.

8 3. Walker, Catalogue I., pp. 30-32, Nos. 38-Th.5.
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8 3 Walker, Catalogue 1., pp. 36, Nos. 49-RB.6.

8 Heinz Gaube: Arabosasanidische Numismatik, Braunschweig 1972, p. 99

8 “The settlements of the deported Christians apparently followed the road from
KhQzistan via Fars, Kirméan, Sakastan to Herat and Marw. Nihdwand and Ray
probably were destinations for the deportations, as they were mints with the
Oabdallah-motto. Due to deportations of tens or even hundreds of thousands of
Christians from Syria, Cilicia and Cappadocia under Shapir I, and the resulting
mixed marriages and later missionary work, Christianity must have become the most
numerous minority religion in Sassanian Iran (...). In Western church history Iranian
Christianity has not received the attention it deserves. At the time of the Arab
invasion [the author assumes the correctness of Arabic historiography] there were
up to ten sees of metropolitans and 96 dioceses.” Cf. also footnote 264: Concerning
deportations as a political instrument of the Sassanians cf. E. Kettenhofen,
Deportations Il. In the Parthian an Sasanian Periods: Eir 7 (1994) 287-309 and 265:
Zum Christentum im sassanidischen Iran (...) (Michael Stausberg, Die Religion
Zarathustras, vol. 1, Stuttgart 2002, p. 237).

8 3. Walker, Catalogue I., p. 29, Cam. 1.

87 C. Saleman, Uber eine Pehlevi-Arabische Miinze. ZDMG 1879, p. 511.

% In the depiction of the events in Arabic historiography around the son-in-law of
the Prophet of the Arabs this call is mentioned for the year 37 of the higra. On the
occasion of the battle of Siffin the followers of Ali, who opposed the acceptance of
the arbitration, allegedly uttered it. Therefore, islamologists render this motto as:
“Arbitration belongs to God alone.” (Heinz Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik,
ogp. cit., p.35).

8 See also the dirham struck in Gharshistan of the year 137 of the Arabs, Baldwin
Auctions, London, Islamic Coin Auction 10, 2005, N° 56. It is first mentioned in:
Oliver Codrington, Numismatic Chronicle, London 1894, p. 88.

% The findings can be found in the Archeological Museum, Istanbul. Their
condition is described as (1952): ,,Bu degerli koleksiyon maalesef bugiin Miize
Idaresinin ihmali yiiziinden toz haline gelmis bulunmaktadir.“ The discovery is
mentioned in: Aziz Ogan, Asar-i Atika Nizamnamesi ve 1874” den itibaren yapilan
hafriyat, Istanbul 1938, p. 48. The lead sealing mentioned here can be seen in:
Ibrahim Artuk, Emevilerden Halife Abdiilmelik bin Mervan adina kesilmis essiz bir
kursun mihir, Belleten, (Ankara) 16. 1952. pp. 21-25. Reprint in: Numismatics of
the Islamic World, vol. 42, Studies Collected and Reprinted by Fuat Sezgin,
Frankfurt 2004. Oleg Grabar, The Formation of Islamic Art, New Haven 1973, Abb.
21 (Seal of ‘Abd al-Malik, Istanbul Archeological Museum). In the sequence of
illustrations the obverse and reverse were confounded, which is a hint that the
depiction was not understood.

% personal communication by Prof. Johannes Thomas, 17 March, 2006.

%2 See also: “Clay lamp with a biblical scene. (...) round body. (...) Long snout with
a channel, on the round body with two pouring holes depicting the two scouts
returning from the Promised Land, on their shoulders wearing an overdimensioned
grape as proof of the fertility of the country. On the shoulder: vines and grapes. (...)
Roman, Africa Proconsularis, 5th century CE. According to the Old Testament Mos.
2:13-18. A very rare topic of Christian art” (F. Bejaoui, Céramiques et Religion
Chrétienne (1997) pp. 114. An identical clay lamp can be found in Harvard
University Art Museum, Inv. 1932.56.76.)
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% Moshe Sharon, An Arabic Inscription from the Time of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Ma-

lik, BSOAS 29 (1966), pp. 367-372.

% See surah 112:2. Franz Rosenthal (1953) discusses this topic in detail and comes
to the conclusion: In view of this material, the suggestion may be made that as-
samad in the Qur’an is a survival of an ancient Northwest Semitic religious term,
(...).” Franz Rosenthal, Some Minor Problems in the Qur’an, The Joshua Starr
Memorial Volume, New York 1953, p. 83

% Muhammad I. Moshiri, A Pahlavi-Forerunner of the Umayyad Reformed Coina-
ge. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society 113, London 1981, pp. 168-172.

% R.C. Zaehner, Zurvan, Oxford 1955, p. 182.

%7 3. Walker, Catalogue II., p. 65, N° 169; p. 71, N° 178.

% Christoph Luxenberg, Neudeutung der Arabischen Inschrift im Felsendom zu Je-
rusalem. In: Die dunklen Anfange, Berlin 2005, p. 126-127

% Rika Gyselen, Arab-Sasanian Copper Coinage, op. cit., S. 70: “A second problem
emerges concerning the names themselves, which has not previously been consider-
ed in numismatic literature. Some of these names may well have been used as an
epithet as well as a name. For example the word ‘abdallah can refer to the name of
an individual or it can simply mean “the servant of God”, and in this case may be
considered as epithetic. But both J. Walker and H. Gaube considered such words as
names of minting authorities.*

1003, Walker, Catalogue 1., p. xlvii, where he makes the following restricting
remark: “Most of these agree with known mints and dates of ‘Abdallah ibn ‘Amir,
and it is most probable that all of these coins were struck under that governor (q.v.).
101 Heinrich Nutzel, Katalog der orientalischen Miinzen. I, Berlin 1898, N° 93,
THLIL

102 1 Gaube: Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit., 82-3. The coin can be found
on table 14, 2.2.2.1.

103 1. Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit., p. 70.

104 1. Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit., p. 36.

105 Alexander, S. Kirkbridge, Coins of the Byzantine-Arab Transition Period, The
Quarterly of the Department of Antiquities in Palestine, Jerusalem 1948, p. 62, N°
62, Pl. XXV1. John Walker, Catalogue Il, p. 52, ASK 6 (ohne Abb.).

108 «The issue was probably issued by a minor chief named Muhammad rather than
in the name of the prophet.” (Baldwin’s Auction Ltd., Islamic Coin Auction in
London, 2004, Nos. 3117, 3118).

197 Clive Foss, Anomalous Arab-Byzantine Coins — Some Problems and Sugges-
tions. O.N.s. Newsletter 166, London 2001, p. 7, N° 9.

108 '32.24. Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah for the year 67 in Harat (Heinz Gaube, Arabo-
Sassanianische Numismatik, op. cit., p. 71. SICA 308).

109 Baldwin Auctions Ltd., Islamic Coin Auction N° 10, 2004, N° 3172.

10 A Shams Eshrag, An Interesting Arab-Sasanian Dirhem, ONS Newsletter 178,
London 2004, p. 45-46, with fig.

11 prachm of the year 56 of the Arabs from the mint NAR (Narmashir) in Kirman,
SICA 343; J. Walker, Catalogue 1., p. 86, ETN 17; Baldwin’s Auction’s, Auction
Number 45, London 2006, N° 1866.

123 Walker, Catalogue I., p. 97, Sch[ulman] 5.
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1 Concerning the term “rasiil” the rendering “apostle” in Christianity should be

noted. Moreover, the corresponding Hebrew verb, $alah, is used with the prophets of
the Old Testament (an2W; Ex. 3:13 ff.; 4:13; Is. 6:8; Jer. 1:7). The term rasal allah
is found in its Syriac form (selihe d-alaha) in the apocryphal Acts of Thomas (Hand-
worterbuch des Islam, Leiden 1941, p. 611).

14 This reading can be found in Martin Hartmann 1895. See his article: Mitthei-
lungen aus der Sammlung Hartmann. I. Kupfermiinzen abbasidischer Statthalter.
(Zeitschrift fur Numismatik, N° 19. [Berlin] 1895, pp. 97-102): In the name of God,
the messenger (apostle) of God is the chosen one (German: Im Namen Gottes,
erwdhlt ist der Gesandte [Apostel] Gottes).

oy Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit., S. 62. About this ‘Abd al-
Malik of the chronicles see also: Gernot Rotter, Die Umayyaden und der Zweite
Burgerkrieg (680-692), op. cit., 77, footnote 522.

See also the inscription on the rim of a coin from Bishapur of the year 50 of the

Arabs: bi-sm(i)-Allah al-malik (In the name of Allah, the King), Walker, Catalogue
., p. 18, N° ANS. 3.
173, Walker, Catalogue 1., p. 26, Zub. 1. About the interpretation of the inscription
falfat Allgh, see: Patricia Crone, Martin Hinds, God’s Caliph, op. cit., p. 5:
“Leaving aside the fact that there were exegetes who disagree with Paret and that the
provenance of the title is unknown, the texts leave no doubt that khalifat Allah (...)
was understood to mean ‘deputy of God’.”

18 About the meaning of the Aramaic hlipa see: Christoph Luxenberg, Die Syro-
Aramdische Lesart des Koran, Berlin 2004, 57: “der an Stelle Gesetzte, Substitut,

Stellvertreter, Nachfolger (translated from the German: the one put in place,
substitute, representative, successor).” As was the case with the term rasal (apostle),

the form halifa/hlipa is originally Aramaic. This makes us re-evaluate the whole

terminology of early Islam. Can it be understood from the perspective of the
Arabiya? MHMT from Ugarit was understood as such a kind of Arabic and
therefore misunderstood.

9 HRA. Gibb, Artikel ‘Amir al- Mu’minin’, EI2,1/445: “From this time [‘Umar,
A.H. 58, according to the tradition of the Muslims] until the end of the Caliphate as
an institution, amir al-mu’minin was employed exclusively as the protocollary title
of a caliph, and among the Sunnis its adoption by a ruler implied claim to the office
of a caliph, (...).” No further comment is necessary about the term “caliph”, as the
notion of the caliph as ruler stems from the time of Marwan Il (127 of the Arabs/
748 CE). His illegitimate rule was covered as “caliphate”, he himself was designated
with the title “caliph” in the sense of “spokesman of a clan”.

120 1t can hardly be doubted that the Apocalypse was written in the last decade of
the 7" century (around 691/2 CE). See: Gerrit J. Reinink, Pseudo Methodius und
die Legende vom rémischen Endkaiser, Aldershot 2005, VII1, p. 85, footnote 15).

121 30hn Walker, Catalogue I., p. 25, ANS. 5.

122 The coin depicting a fish in a square with the inscription around the rim
mentioning the muh ammad was found during excavations of the Hebrew University
in Beth Shean (Scythopolis; Inv. N° 1331). About the symbol of the fish the German
encyclopedia “Der Grofle Brockhaus” (1984) has the following to say: “In many
religions the f. was a symbol of death and fertility. This has to be distinguished from
the Christian symbol of the fish, as it was known in Asia Minor, Egypt, Africa and
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Southern Gaul since the 2™ century CE: The Greek letters of the word ICHTHYS
for f. stand for the initial letters of the formula ‘Iesous Christos Theou Yios Soter’
(Greek: Jesus Christ, son of God, savior). In connection with one or even both parts
of the Eucharist, the f. was also symbol of the Eucharistic salvation food.” In
another place we read: “Christian symbols (...) The Christians appeared as “orantes”
(those who pray), their creed is symbolized by the fish (...).” Further specimen of
this coin with muh ammad and the fish in public collections: British Museum, Lon-
don: J. Walker, Catalogue II., p. 217, Nos. 686-688; Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale,
Lavoix Nos. 1532-34; New York, American Numismatic Society, George C. Miles,
Rare Islamic Coins, Pl. IV, N° 90. Excavations: Alfred R. Bellinger, Coins from
Jerash, 1928-1934. A.N.S., Numismatic Notes and Monographs, N° 81, New York
1938, p.124, N° 521, PI. IX.

12 About the Muslim tradition of the construction of the temple see: Amikam Elad,
Why did ‘Abd al-Malik build the Dome of the Rock? A Re-examination of the
Muslim Sources, in: Bayt al-Maqdis, Jerusalem and early Islam, ed. by Jeremy Jons.
Oxford 1999, pp. 33-52. In the same anthology: Josef van Ess, ‘Abd al-Malik and
the Dome of the Rock. An Analysis of some Texts, p. 95-96: “We are indeed close
to Jewish ideas. Creation took place on Mount Zion, from the foundation-rock (eben
shetiyya) which was, as we have seen, ‘in front of the Holy of the Holies’. We are of
course not dealing with a creatio ex nihilo here; God needed a solid base for shaping
the world. According to Jewish belief, His most important act in this process was the
creation of Adam, for He created him from the clay which He found on the Moun-
tain, i.e., from the ‘place of his atonement’, where the altar of Ex. 20:24 was to be
erected. Theological speculation concluded from this that Mount Zion was the
Paradise where Adam had lived and where God stayed with him; God brought him
‘into His palace’, which was called Eden. Afterwards, that is, after Adam’s fall, God
returned to Heaven; this would have been the moment, where he left a footprint on
the Rock. In spite of that, or because of it, Mount Zion still projects into Heaven.
This was, of course, derived from the fact that Mount Zion was the place of the
temple; the Temple, the ‘Holy of Holies’, had established the presence of God.

What we have to ask is to what extent these ideas were taken over by
Syrian Muslims and how they were transformed in the process. In Muslim tradition,
too, we find the statement that the Rock is closest to Heaven, it represents the ‘lower
throne’ of God, under which the entire earth is spread out. Therefore it belongs to
Paradise, God sat there after the creation, and from there He returned to Heaven,
after forty years, leaving his footprint on the ground. The Rock is also the place
where God will be present again for the Last Judgement.

p. 101: There is some reason for assuming that ‘Abd al-Malik wanted to
renew the Solomonic temple; Priscilla Soucek and Heribert Busse have collected
material for such a hypothesis; footnote 73: Soucek (1976), 74-78. Busse stresses the
fact that the imitation relates to the entire ensemble on the Haram al-Sharif, not the
Dome alone; the Dome and Masjid al-Agsa form the same axis as the different parts
of the church of the Holy Sepulchre (...).” Cf. also: Moshe Sharon, The Birth of
Islam in the Holy Land, in: The Holy Land in History and Thought. ed. by Moshe
Sharon, Leiden 1988, pp. 228-229.

124 Christoph Luxenberg, Die Neudeutung der arabischen Inschrift im Felsendom
zu Jerusalem, op. cit. pp. 126-128.

125 Apout this cross potent on three steps several interpretations can be found:
Transformed Cross potent on three steps, in: Miinzen und Medaillen AG, Islamic
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Coins, Basel 1982, Lot N° 3; Cross with transverse bar omitted, in: Spink & Son
Ltd, (Robert Darley-Doran) Islamic Coins, Zirich 1986, Nos. 55,56; Shaft, or staff,
terminating in orb or knob, on four steps. in: George C. Miles, Earliest Arab Gold
Coinage, A.N.S. Museum notes 13, New York 1967, p. 212.

126 Philip Grierson has the following to say about this: “The nature of this object is
uncertain. It may indeed represent nothing at all, since the main function was
negative, that of not being a Cross. Grabar argues that it is a sceptre” (Philip
Grierson, The Monetary Reforms of ‘Abd al-Malik. Journal of Economic and Social
history of the Orient, N° 3, Leiden 1960, p. 194).

127 See the article ‘Baitylia’ in: Der Kleine Pauly, 1., op. cit., pp. 806-807: “The
rites of covering this cult object with a cloth are the beginning of its taking an
anthropomorphic shape, a process executed via the mythological figures of
XAABON (= Arabic kaba — cube), the virgin mother of Dusares and Baytulos, the
son of Uranus, the brother of EI-Kronos.” Due to the limited number of known cases
we cannot decide whether these clothing rites concerning the omphalos-shaped stone
pillar of the sun god of Emesa have been preserved to this day as a fetishist case of
litholatry. In former times the Kaba used to receive its new cloth, the so-
called kiswa [the kiswa is made of black brocade] on the 10" day (astrd) of the
month Muharram. This is the tenth day of the first month of the year, the Yom
Kippur, the day when Solomon’s temple was inaugurated. (Heribert Busse,
Jerusalem and Mecca, the Temple and the Kaaba. An account of their interrelation in
Islamic times. In: The Holy Land in History and Thought, op. cit., p. 240).

128 Sacred stones called “bethel” appear in their Aramaic plural form btylhya in the
8" century BCE in the treaty between Bargaya of KTB and Mati,el of Arpad (stele Il
of Sfire near Aleppo, C 1-3. 6 f., 5-10); they have to be regarded as representing the
divine guarantors of the treaty, who are mentioned in the inscription on the three
steles of Sfire, the bty ‘Ihy’ (Carsten Colpe, article Bethel, Der Kleine Pauly, 1, op.
cit., p. 877).

129 The biblical story of Jacob’s Treaty with Laban can be found in Gen 31:43-55:
“43. Then Laban replied to Jacob, ‘The daughters are my daughters, and the children
are my children, and the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what
can | do this day to these my daughters or to their children whom they have borne?
44. ‘So now come, let us make a covenant, you and I, and let it be a witness between
you and me.’ 45. Then Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46. Jacob
said to his kinsmen, ‘Gather stones.” So they took stones and made a heap, and they
ate there by the heap. 47. Now Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob called it
Galeed. 48. Laban said, ‘This heap is a witness between you and me this day.’
Therefore it was named Galeed, 49. and Mizpah, for he said, ‘May the LORD watch
between you and me when we are absent one from the other. 50. ‘If you mistreat my
daughters, or if you take wives besides my daughters, although no man is with us,
see, God is witness between you and me.” 51.  Laban said to Jacob, ‘Behold this
heap and behold the pillar which I have set between you and me. 52. ‘This heap is a
witness, and the pillar is a witness, that | will not pass by this heap to you for harm,
and you will not pass by this heap and this pillar to me, for harm. 53. ‘The God of
Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob
swore by the fear of his father Isaac. 54. Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on
the mountain, and called his kinsmen to the meal; and they ate the meal and spent
the night on the mountain. 55. Early in the morning Laban arose, and kissed his sons
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and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned to his place.”
Martin Buber’s German translation is much closer to the Hebrew original. He
translates the term Yogar Sahadita (Jacob’s pillar stone of the covenant) as
“Schiitthauf-Urkund”: “... und etwas sei da zu einem Zeugnis zwischen mir und dir.
Jaakob nahm einen Stein und richtete ihn als Standmal auf. Und Jaakob sprach zu
seinen Bridern: Leset Steine auf! Sie nahmen Steine und machten einen Wall.
Laban rief ihn [Araméisch] Jegar Sahaduta; Schitthauf-Urkund, aber Jaakob rief ihn
Galed: Wall-Zeuge. Laban sprach: Dieser Wall ist Zeuge zwischen mir und dir am
heutigen Tag. Darum ruft man seinen Namen Galed. Und Mizpa auch: Wacht, weil
er sprach: Wacht halte Er zwischen mir und dir, wenn wir einander verborgen sind:
bedriickst du je meine Téchter, nimmst du noch Weiber zu meinen Téchtern...! Sei
auch kein Mensch bei uns, sieh, ein Gott ist Zeuge zwischen mir und dir. Und weiter
sprach Laban zu Jaakob: Da dieser Wall und da das Standmal, das ich eingesenkt
habe zwischen mir und dir — Zeuge sei dieser Wall und Zeugin das Standmal: nicht
tiberschreite ich je diesen Wall zu dir und nicht tiberschreitest du diesen Wall zu mir
und dieses Standmal zum Bdésen! Der Gott Abrahams und der Gott Nachors mdgen
richten zwischen uns, — der Gott ihres Vaters! Jaakob schwur bei dem Schrecken
seines Vaters Jizschak. Dann schlachtete Jaakob ein Schlachtmahl auf dem Berg und
rief seine Briider, das Brot zu essen. Sie alen das Brot und néchtigten auf dem Berg.
Friihmorgens machte sich Laban auf, er kiiRte seine Enkel und seine Téchter und
segnete sie, dann ging Laban und kehrte zu seinem Ort zuriick.”

130 Baldwin’s Auction Ltd, Islamic Coin Auction in London, London 2004, N°
3002.

181 Rachel Milstein, A Hoard of Early Arab Figurative Coins, in: Israel Numismatic
Journal 10, Jerusalem 1988-69, p. 24, N° 133, Plate 3.

132 3. Walker, Catalogue I1., p. 52, N° 140.

133 30hn Walker, Catalogue I1., p. 32, N° 104. This coin is important as it is the first
time in the West that in connection with a coin struck for the muhammad the mint
authority is mentioned. It is: “abdallah [title of the ruler] abd al-malik al-muminin.”
For stylistic reasons the coin is mostly assigned to the mint Amman (Baldwin’s
Auction Ltd., Islamic Coin Auction in London N° 9, London 2004, Lot N° 3169:
“The first coin has no mint hame and has a capital M with the Shahada around. It is
attributed to Amman on grounds of style”).

134 John Walker, Is the Caliph Bare-Headed on Umaiyad Coins? The Numismatic
Chronicle, (London) 1936, pp. 321-323. George C. Miles, Earliest Arab Gold Coin-
age, A.N.S. Museum Notes N° 13, New York 1967, pp. 217-229

135 John Walker, Catalogue 11., p. 28, N° 92 (Al-Ruha); this depiction has other
interesting details, which can be identified very easily due to the good quality of
dye-cutting. The eyes are unnaturally big and circular, which is a hint that they are
not supposed to be eyes, but coins lying on the eyelids. This might be an indication
that the person depicted is the eschatological Jesus: “But his long hair and beard
resemble those of Christ on the Byzantine coin”: George C. Miles, Earliest Arab
Gold Coinage, op. cit., p. 216, Fn. 36.

136 j0hn Walker, Catalogue 11., p.25-26, N° Vat.1, P.8, ANS. 7.

137 John Walker, Catalogue I1., p. 25, N° 85: “Very roughly drawn figure of the
Caliph in which the head-dress has assumed the appearance of a halo; und p. 25, N°
I. 1: Similar halo-type; 1. downwards [muhammad/un] (sic).”

YAY



%8 This can be demonstrated with the help of re-minted coins. “AE Fulus (5), Di-

mashq (SICA 1: 1706-713). Two with traces of cursive M undertypes (...)” (Bald-
win’s Auction Ltd, Islamic Coin Auction N° 9, London 2004, Lot N° 3168).

139 3. Walker, Cat. Il, pp. 22-25.

10 1 the office of Shraga Qedar, Jerusalem, | saw a lead sealing among the pur-
chased objects bearing the inscription: “Ard Filastin”. For understandable reasons it
was not published in Israel. From its fabric it can be inferred that the lead sealing is
from the era of ‘Abd al-Malik. Again, it is conspicuous that the text follows Hebrew
models: “Ard Filastin —Eres Yisragl”. Cf. also the parallel forms “elohim ehad” and
“Allah ahad” in Surah 112, instead of the correct Arabic form: 4/lah wahid.

14 Josef van Ess, ‘Abd al-Malik and the Dome of the Rock, op. cit., p. 102, footno-
te 11: “(...) F.E. Peters has launched the interesting hypothesis that Heraclius already
thought about building an octagon on the Temple Mount (or even started building it)
after the Jews had reappropriated the place for their ritual during the rule of the
Persians between 614 and 617 (Peters [1986], 88 and 95).”

2 Enrico Leuthold Jr., Due Rare Testimonianze Della Prima Monetazione Musul-
mana A Carthagine, Rivista Italiana di Numismatica, Roma 1967, p. 97.

13 A recent overview of the known specimens of this coin from Damascus and its
distribution was given by Ludger llisch in an auction catalog (Dr. Busso Peus
Nachf., catalog 363, Frankfurt 2000, p. 54). The coin from Hims from the year 72 of
the Arabs has been described in SICA, N° 305. The coin for Hims was only struck in
the year 72 of the Arabs, the one for Damascus in the years 72, 73 and 74 of the
Arabs. Why was the striking of this coin discontinued? For the year 75 we have only
got the already mentioned coin from Merw (John Walker, Catalogue I., p. 29, Cam.
1). Why did Abd al-Malik have coins struck in Merw in the year 75 of the Arabs?
Was he no longer perceived as the New Joshua? Was he “stabbed in the back” in the
East, because his notion of an apocalypse for the year 77 of the Arabs was no longer
accepted?

144" Cécile Morrison, Catalogue des monnaies byzantines, op. cit., p. 272.

145 cécile Morrison, Catalogue des monnaies byzantines, op. cit., p. 458.

148 Una miliaresia die Leone 111 con Constantino V coniata su un dirham umayyade
di Wasit del 93 H. / 712 A.D. (Enrico Leuthold Jr., Milaresie Bizantine e Dirham
Arabi, Milano 2005, p.10.11).

17 “Instant sur les pratiques destinées & mettre en valeur le dogme de 1’Incarnation,
le concile interdit la représentation ancienne et symbolique de 1’Agneau au profit de
celle du Christ sous forme humaine ...” (Cécile Morrison, Catalogue des monnaies
Byzantines, op. cit., p. 397.398, mentions the decisions of the synod about this
matter; for further information: Mansi X1, 977-980, trad. P.-P. Johannou, Les canons
des conciles oecuméniques (Fonti, IX), Grottaferrata 1962, p. 219-220).

Georg Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des Byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., 113: “At
the end of the year 695 a rebellion started against the government of Justinian I1, and
the Blue [charioteers] faction appointed the strategos of the Helladic theme Leontios
as the new emperor. While the two main supporters of Justinian, the sakellarios
Stephanos and the logothete Theodotos were lynched by an angry mob, Justinian’s
nose was cut off. The dethroned emperor was sent to Cherson, where Pope Martin
had once been in exile until his death.”
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19 Daher waren alle nichtkaiserlichen Prdgungen der Ostgoten in Italien, der

Franken und anderer Nachfolger im Westen durchgdngig mehr oder minder
gelungene Beischlage zu Typen der kaiserlichen Miinzpragung.

150 George C. Miles, Earliest Arab Gold Coinage, op. cit., p. 212. Miles knew about
a specimen of this kind (National Museum of Pakistan [NM 1957, 1036]).

1L sICA, N° 343,

192 carl Salemann, Uber eine Pehlevisch-Arabische Miinze. ZDMG, Leipzig 1879,
p. 511. We read: “Although first published by Thomas in 1850 and correctly
transliterated by Saleman in 1879, Walker (1941) regarded the coin as unread.

[This is obviously wrong. As this coin was inaccessible to Walker, he summarized
the description of Andreas Mordtmann, published in an article (ZDMG, 1880,
S.155). Apart from the coin N° M. 53 of the year 69 of the Arabs from Ardashir-
Khurra, Walker adduces another specimen of the year 75 of the Arabs from the same
mint (N° T.18). After publication, this coin is also quoted by Thomas in the Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Society, London 1850, p. 320]. However, it was Gaube (1973)
who first supplied the correct interpretation of the legend, namely a Persian
translation of the Arabic marginal legend.” (SICA, p. 30-31). Already Carl
Salemann had understood that it was a bilingual coin. Heinz Gaube (Heinz Gaube,
Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit., p. 78-79) summarizes the scholarly
performance ascribed to Salemann as follows: “Even if all this should be due to
coincidence, it will still be next to impossible to find anyone who could assign a
plausible Arabic-Islamic meaning to this name. Therefore Salemann’s explanation
(without Mordtmann’s suggestions for improvement, Z.D.M.G. 1880, 155) seems to
be the most perspicuous and paleographically soundest, as our material evidence
proves. Salemann reads the inscription as follows (we will retain his transliteration,
but for technical reasons will replace Hebrew letters by Latin equivalents): (...).”
Salemann had read and transliterated the Middle Persian inscription as “Book
Pehlevi”, i.e., according to the Iranist usage of the 1920s and 30s in Germany he had
transliterated the text with the help of Hebrew letters and transposed it into Modern
Persian. The Middle Persian “DARWBR” was thus rendered as Modern Persian
“dawar”. It seems hardly possible to see a real progress in Heinz Gaube’s treatment
of the inscription. Replacing the Hebrew letters, which do not need diacritics and are
next to perfect equivalents of the Aramaic-Middle Persian originals is hardly a value
added.

153 Heinz Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit.,, p. 35

1% Heinz Gaube, Arabosasanidische Numismatik, op. cit., p. 79

155 “El, (...)West Semitic divine appellative (...) < Protosemit. ‘ilu — deus’, (...);
unlike Baal not linked to local or gentile qualifications, therefore an apt term to
adopt Universalist notions of a highest god. (...) There are no traces of a
Protosemitic E.-monotheism in the Old Testament (...), but there are indications of a
pre-Mosaic henotheist E.-religion of the Hebrew patriarchs, which developed on
Canaanite soil (...), which is reflected in perfection in the phrase “E. Elyon, God
Most High” for the God of Melchizedek of Salem (Gen. 14:18; 2:1 f)) (...). As an
individual god next to others E. appears on Aramaic inscriptions from Sam(Jal and
Sushin (...). In Ugaritic mythology he is accordingly the father of the gods (b bn 1)
(Der Kleine Pauly, op. cit., p. 226-7).

1% See: “Ali b. ibn Talib”, L. Veccia Vaglieri, Artikel *“Alf b. Abi Talib’, E, I/
384: “The phrase implied that it was absolutely improper to apply to men for a
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decision since, for the case in dispute, there existed a divine ordinance in the
Kur’anic verse xlix, 8/9: (...).”

17 see also: L. Veccia Vaglieri, article ‘Hartira’’, EI?, I1I/ p. 235-6.

158 julius Wellhausen, Die Religids-Politischen Oppositionsparteien im alten Islam,
Berlin 1901, p. 4.

1% Ernst Horst, Segensreiche Sonne unseres Seins. Nachahmung oder Vollzug? —
Zwei Wege der Mohammed-Nachfolge. Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 11" May,
2006, N° 109, p. 44: “Even the source of ingenious thoughts was a son of practical
constraints. In a public presentation of the “Historisches Kolleg”, Tilman Nagel
explains how Muslim memory helped to solve contradictions concerning the
prophet. (...) He said that he was working on his ‘opus magnum’, a biography of the
Prophet Mohammed (F.A.Z., 24 February, 2006). Last October Nagel complained in
a talk at the Hans-Seidel foundation: ‘For years I have been appalled and bitter
because of the missing willingness to deal with Islamic thought and Islamic culture
in a serious, i.e., laborious manner.’ It remains unclear what he intends to say with
this statement. Does he mean we in the West should investigate Islam because it is a
fascinating topic, worthy of being researched, or do we have to study to save our
skin? Maybe both interpretations might contain a grain of truth. (...) The main
source used in Europe for the life of Muh ammad is the biography of Ibn Ishaq (died
768), which, however, was later revised. Here it is concealed — in the spirit of
‘imitators” — that there are many notions, e.g. monotheism that the Prophet
developed only gradually and did not receive from Allah, but from other people [the
actual conflict was rather between Christians and Zurvanists in the Iran of the 9™
century. The Old Iranian Prophet in a new Arabic guise took over monotheism from
Iranian Christians; author’s note] In the Islamic world the main source of
information about the prophet is the ‘Book of Healing via Declaration of Rights of
the Chosen one (sic) of ljad al-Jahsubi [lyad al-Yahshubi] (died 1148/9). Nagel
calls it the ‘most read book of reference of the widespread Muslim refusal to break
free from their iron cage of purportedly eternal truths and to enter a dialogue with
other civilizations of the world as between equals.” For al-Jahsubi any doubt that
Mohammed is competent for everything is even more condemnable than apostasy
and should be punished by death accordingly. In one place he writes: ‘Do not
consider what you find in the books of some ignorant historians or exegetes of the
Koran!” It has to be feared that Tilman Nagel’s book about the prophet will suffer
exactly this fate.”

160 Spink Coin Auction in association with Christie’s, London, 12 Oct., 1993, Lot
N° 523. The text of the inscription in the field of the coin is revealing in many ways.
The ruler is mentioned as: “Abdallah abd al-malik amir al-muminin”. Like in the
case of the inscription in Gadara/Hammat Gader, where Muawiya is mentioned, this
is an indication that “abdallah” is the title of the ruler. The title “amir al-muminin”
only points to the function of the ruler. In the inscription, Abd al-Malik’s son, al-
Walid, is called “al-amir al-Walid bn amir al-muminin”. The words “caliph” or
“caliphate” do not appear at all. To claim that the title “amir al-muminin” was the
title of the caliph has no historical basis. In the text of the inscription al-Walid is
designated as the heir apparent/successor. It seems to be the first mention of an heir
apparent since the autonomy of the Arabs was founded in the year 20 of the Arabs
(641 CE, the year of Heraclius’ death).
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181 The person in charge of the catalog of the auction house Spink, London, 12

October, 1993, Lot 523, renders the inscription in transliteration as follows: obv.
field: “Bismillah al-Rah/ man al-Rahim amr/ ‘Abdallah ‘Abd al-Malik A/ mir al-
Mu’minin bi’l -/ wafa hadha Amir / saba, rev. field: ahda bihi a/ I-Amir al-Walid /
bin Amir al-Mu’minin/ sanata ahda Wa / thamanin, (...).”

182 1, Goodwin, A remarkable Standing Caliph fals. ONS Newsletter N° 151, Lon-
don 1997, p. 5.

163 Koran 2: 256.

164 \/olkmar Enderlein, Islamische Kunst, Dresden 1990, 30. Art historians have no
explanation for this, as they cannot infer from Islamic history that it was the Persian
‘Arabi/Arabs who built the castles. They think a man called Marwan was the
ancestor of the dynasty of the castle owners. This man is then said to have been a
Meccan, an Islamic Qurays and cousin of Uthman, caliph and alleged editor of the
Quran. He is said to have been born in the year 2 or 4 of the hijra of the Prophet of
the Arabs. (In this system of religious history prime numbers were reserved for the
life data of important personalities. To adduce an example: The caliph Aba Bakr
assumed office in the year 11 of the hijra, the caliph Umar in the year 13 of the hijra.
With Ali, the prophet’s son-in-law, it is the year 35 — the prime numbers 5 and 7
multiplied.) He helped the caliph Uthman with the redaction of the Quran, as
traditional literature tells us. The life of a supporter of the caliph Umar — a position
not important enough — is of course not linked to a prime number. At the end of his
life he became rich seizing spoils in North Africa. For further information see also:
C.E. Bosworth, article ‘Marwan’, EI2, VI, p. 621. As the “Meccan” Marwan, like the
“Meccan” Muawiya, only appears in Islamic traditional literature, it seems justified
to assume that the notion of the traditional account that there was a Sufyanid and a
Marwanid branch of the Umayyad dynasty is just a later construction, which tries to
link every historical event to a sacred prehistoric eon in Mecca. This period ended
with the death of the son-in-law of the Prophet of the Arabs, Ali, in the year 40 of
the hijra. After this “sacred eon” in the desert of Mecca the historical period
beginning with the appointment of Muawiya as the “amir al-muminin” in Darabjird
in the year 41 of the Arabs follows. Therefore, the “desert castles” are not a Meccan
“mirage”, but walled Persian Paradisiac little gardens in the desert.

185 The seemingly continuing use — or re-use of Middle Persian inscriptions on the
coins of al-Haggag in Iraq after the year 77 of the Arabs concerns the year 79 of the
Arabs in Bishapar (J. Walker, Catalogue I, p. 119, Th.16). However, there are an
Avrabic and a Persian coin from this mint of this same year. The Middle Persian
inscription provides the Persian name of al-Haggag, which casts doubts on his origin
from the Arabian Peninsula. In coin inscriptions he appears as “Haqqaq Josephson”
(HAKAK-i YUSFA(N).

166 Jaakko-Hameen-Antilla, John the Baptist and early Islamic polemics concerning
Jesus. Acta Orientalia 60, 72-67, (Lund) 1999, pp.72-87.

%7 Frankfurt Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, 16 April, 2006, N° 15, p. V1

168 «Abd al-Malik and Hajjaj bulk less largely in the historical memory of the west
than do Muhammad and Charlemagne, but the coinage reform which they carried
out in the Islamic empire may well have been of decisive importance in the tran-
sition from the world of the Arabian prophet to that of the restorer of the empire in
the west.” (Philip Grierson, The Monetary Reforms of ‘Abd al-Malik, op. cit., p.
264)
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%% The treasure of Spilling on Gotland of the year 1999 contains one specimen.

Four more specimens had been known before. The correspondent of the “Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung®, v. Lucius, reported about the find on the 4" of September
2003 under the headline: “Persian Coins on Gotland”.

0 R Paret, Der Koran, op. cit., 38.

1 general, the term “Dén/Din” is rendered as “faith” or “religion”, according to
the interpretation of the translator. As it is generally assumed that the Quran is the
revelation of the Prophet of the Arabs, which originated in Mecca and Medina on
the Arabian Peninsula, the term sometimes has to be translated as “religion”. Thus,
the New Testament concept of the “faith of Abraham” (Dén/ Din Ibrahim) becomes
the “religion of Abraham”. “The faith of Abraham is often praised in the New
Testament (Rom. 4:9; 16; Hebr. 11:8; 17; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23)” (H. Speyer, Die
biblischen Erzéhlungen im Qoran, op. cit., 174).

172 About this question also see bilingual inscriptions (Latin/Arabic) from North
Africa dated the year 97 of the Arabs (698 CE) in: J. Walker, Catalogue II., p. 78,
no. 184. About Sulayman as the earliest candidate for the office of the Mahdi:
“Among the Umayyad caliphs, Sulayman (96-9/ 715-17) seems to have been the
first one to have encouraged the belief that he was the Mahdi who would restore
justice after oppression had become widespread under his predecessors” (Wilferd
Madelung, article: “Mahd1”, EI2, V/1231).

13 At the time of the rule of ‘Abd al-Malik the concept of Jesus as the

“muhammad” was not mentioned in the inscriptions on coins from North Africa.

174 “Den is not only divine wisdom but also its emanation as innate human wisdom
(asn-xrad), a principle with far-reaching implications, for all beneficial knowledge
thus of necessity falls within the compass of den” (Enc. Ir. article “Dén”, p. 279).

175 30hn Walker, Catalogue Il, op. cit., p. 280 and footnote N° 4.

176 Apout this question see also the lead sealing with his name and the designation
of his rule as caliphate: Christie’s, London, 16 Oct, 2001, Lot 263, N° 12

7 Islam Ansiklopedisi, Istanbul 1966, vol. X, pp. 621-640; the Arabic word sikka,
with the Italian form “secchino” as a mediator, was adopted into English as
“sequin”.

18 Dirham of Hariin al-Rasid (“Aaron the guided one/guiding one”) of the year 181
of the Arabs. Morton & Eden, London 2006, Catalogue N° 18, N° 31.

19 «Atian debate”, the first important doctrinal debate, which agitates the whole
Roman Empire for half a century. (...) The presbyter Arius, educated in Antioch,
who had triggered the debate, opposed his bishop Alexander, who considered the
son as begot by the father since eternity and thus equal to the father in every aspect,
and taught since 313 that the son was created by the father after the creation of time,
thus being similar to the father, but nevertheless changing, a creature of God, a kind
of being between deity and mankind.” (Meyers Konversations-Lexicon, 4™ ed.,
Leipzig 1885, I., p. 805).

0 “Adoptianism, doctrine of Elipandus, archbishop of Toledo, and of Felix, bishop
of Urgelles (died 818), according to which Christ was indeed the true son of God
due to his divine nature, but according to his human nature was only adopted as the
son of God. The originators of this doctrine had the purpose in mind to oppose
Moorish arguments against their doctrine, which was immediately banned by the
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Frankish Church under Charlemagne and oppressed” (Meyers Konversations-
Lexicon, 4™ ed., Leipzig 1885, 1., p. 130).

181 «And Sulayman, what was Sulayman?! His concern was his belly and his private
parts” — utterances ascribed to the Kharijite rebels in the Higaz, Aba Hamza (P.
Crone, God’s Caliph, op. cit., p. 130).

182 p. Crone, God’s Caliph, op. cit., p. 130.

183 The type of probably fictitious Umayyad caliph Umar belongs to the personnel
of religious history of the 9" century CE. The apocalyptic aspects of the concept of
the coming of the Mahdi are underlined by quotations, according to which both
Jewish rabbis and Christian priests had foretold the caliphate of the Mahdi (al-
Farazdaq, Diwan, 327). “We do not know him to be anyone but ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-
*Aziz (Ibn Sa’d, v. 245). (Wilferd Madelung, article “Mahdi”, EI?, V/p. 1241).

184 G. Rotter, Die Umayyaden und der zweite Birgerkrieg (680-692), Wiesbaden
1982, p. 197.

185 See Wilferd Madelung, article “Mahdr”, EL V/1230: “Al-Mahdi(A.), ‘the rightly
guided one’ is the name of the restorer of religion and justice who, according to a
widely held Muslim belief, will rule before the end of the world.” About ‘Umar as
the Mahdi see in the same article, EI. V/ p. 1231-1232. The notion that Umar is the
Mahdi was not universally shared. A Chorasanian who died in 125 CE of the Hijra is
said to have rejected Umar, as his behavior did not match that of the Mahdi:
“..rejected the view that ‘Umar Il was the Mahdi, stating that the Mahdi would do
something ‘Umar II had not done: he would refuse money returned to the treasury
by someone who, after requesting it, found that he had no need of it.*

186 3. Walker, Catalogue I1, p. 260-261, Nos. 880-882.

187 See Wilferd Madelung, article ‘Mahdi’, EI?V/1234: “Matters will only grow in
hardship, the world will only increase in backward movement, and the people in
greed. The Hour will raise in the worst of the people. There will be no Mahdi but
‘Isa bn Maryam*.

188 R. Ghyselen, Arab-Sasanian Copper Coinage, op. cit., p.73.

189 «It seems more appropriate to interpret the word manszr in terms of propaganda.
(...) However one may ask why, if mansar is not a proper name, there was any need
to transcribe the Arabic word in Pahlavi on the same coin on which the Arabic word
was already mentioned when it was so easy to give the Iranian equivalent, peroz, in
Pahlavi. (...) The fact remains that all the Arab-Sasanian copper coins with the word
mansir were struck in Istakhr, which may have been the stronghold of ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Muhammad in the first years of the 80’s.” (R. Ghyselen, Arab-Sasanian
Copper Coinage, op. cit., p. 73-74). The explanation of this phenomenon is pretty
easy. The term mansir is a word from the language of the Arabi/Arabs. They were
adherents of a special kind of Christology, which designated Jesus as mansir. For
the Iranian public this Christological term was written in Pehlevi script and appeared
to the Persians as an ideogram which stands for the apocalyptic Jesus.

190 The predicate mansir on silver coins of Haggag bn Yusuf in Yazd of the year 81
of the Arabs, SICA 493; and on silver coins of Abd al-Rahman bn Muhammad from
Istakhr (Persepolis). To be found with a picture in the catalog of Baldwin’s Auctions
“Islamic Coin Auction 10”, London 2005, Lot N° 18. About the use of messianic
names of rulers in the 2™ century of the Arabs it has to be noted that at that time the
notion of a “last emperor” was still current — in this case a “last caliph” — who will
hand over rule to Tsa bn Maryam.
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%1 Here, Christ appears in the role of a divine warrior. The killing of enemies is a

widespread messianic motive deriving from Is. 11:4; see als Apoc. 19:15; 4 Esra
13:10-27. (M. Henze, Syrische Danielapokalypse, Jidische Schriften aus hellenis-
tisch-romischer Zeit, N.F. 1,4, Giitersloh 2006, p. 61-62 a. footnote).

102 SyrDan. 29, ed. M. Henze, p. 60.

18 AR Anderson, Alexander’s Gate, Gog and Magog, and the Enclosed Nations,
Cambridge 1932, p. 16. G.J. Reinink dealt with the dating of Pseudo-Ephrem and
comes to the following conclusion: “Seen in the light of Syriac apocalypses, which
originated towards the end of the century, the end of the reign of Muawiya I (680) or
possibly of his son Yazid I (683) mark the terminus ante quem for the composition
of Pseudo-Ephrem’s memra. In any case it must be considered very likely that this
work is one of the earliest known examples of a text originating in a Jacobite milieu,
in which the Arabic conquests are interpreted from an eschatological perspective.
The memra, however, has a didactive objective and the author aims at informing his
“listeners” about how to behave during the far-reaching changes of their time (G.J.
Reinink, Pseudo-Ephraems “Rede iiber das Ende” und die Syrische Eschatologische
Literatur des Siebten Jahrhunderts“(ARAM 5:1&2, Oxford 1993, p. 462).

14«30 we come to the conclusion that syrDan was not influenced by Pseudo-
Methodius. In the light of the enormous popularity of Pseudo-Methodius and his
influence on later apocalyptical literature this can best be explained by the fact that
the text was written before the 7™ century, i.e., before the emergence of Pseudo-
Methodius and its author can thus not have been familiar with the legends and
exegetical issues of that text. How much earlier syrDan had been composed can
hardly be inferred, the more so as there are only very limited indications. Klaus Berg
suggested the 4™ century for the time when the ‘Young Daniel’ was written.
Similarly, we can assume a time of origin for syrDan in the 4" or 5" century.” (M.
Henze, Syrische Danielapokalypse, op. cit., 20. see also p. 6, there an indication can
be found for the effects of the apocalypse in later times: D.B. Cook, An Early
Muslim Daniel Apokalypse, Arabica 49, 2000, pp. 55-96).

195 Spink Coin Auction in association with Christie’s, London 12, October 1993,
Lot 523.

1% R, Ghyselen, Arab-Sasanian Copper Coinage, p. 30: “Another series,
typologically very close to the former, features the word Farroxzad without
patronym (type 16). The word can be understood as an epithet ‘Born bestowed with
(divine) glory’, but also as a proper name.” Moreover, Rika Gyselen points out that
the inscription can be found on different types of copper coins, which cannot be
ascribed to one minting authority, among other reasons because of their dating.

7 See Wilferd Madelung, article “Mahdi”, EI2,V/1233: “...there will be from us the
Saffa, the Mansiir and the Mahdi who will hand it (sc. the caliphate) over to Tsa b.
Maryam®. This view of the caliph as “last emperor” is evidence for the lasting effect
of Syrian apocalyptic notions.

1% 6. Ostrogorski, Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 125

199 G, Ostrogorski, Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 126.

200 Not only the depictions of the two sieges of Constantinople by the “Arabs” are
similar, but also the understanding of these sieges as part of the apocalyptic event.
See also: G. R. Reinink, Heraclius, the New Alexander, Apocalyptic Prophecies
during the reign of Heraclius. In: The reign of Heraclius (610-641), op. cit., p. 82,
footnote 10: “For ‘conclusive evidence’ regarding the empire’s inhabitants

YAQ



interpreting events in apocalyptic terms, see Kaegi, ‘Variable Rates’, p.194, who
points to the Pseudo-Daniel vision published by Berger (Die griechische Daniel-
Diegese), which was written directly before the siege of Constantinople by the
Avrabs in 717/718 (cf. Winkelmann and Brandes, Quellen, pp. 317-318).

2L The activities of the mint in al-Bab (Derbend) in the years 93, 114, 115, 117,
118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126 and 128 of the Arabs might be
connected to the attempt of the Arab Empire to fend off the Chazars. The attack on
Constantinople of the year 717-718 CE takes place in the years 95-96 of the Arabs.
(M. G. Klat, Catalogue of the Post-Reform Dirhams. The Ummayad Dynasty,
London 2002, p. 74-78). About the wall between the Caspian Sea and the Caucasus
we read: “Derbent, seaport in Dagestan. ASSR, Russian Fed., at the Caspian Sea,
(...). — in the 5" century a wall of a length of appr. 3 km (some ruins extant)
stretched from the citadel Naryn-Klae to the sea.” (Der Grosse Brockhaus,
Wiesbaden 1984, V, 61).

202 G, Ostrogorski, Die Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 118: “The
Late Roman Empire is then replaced by the Byzantine Empire in the actual sense,
which gives it a mystical-ascetic trait. The emperors themselves are mystics, the
“liberator of the Holy Land”, Herakleios, the “Lustre of Orthodoxy” Constantine,
the “Servant of Christ” Justinian. (...) It is an empire of warriors and monks.”

203 G.J. Reinink, Heraclius, the New Alexander, Apocalyptic Prophecies during the
reign of Heraclius., The Reign of Heraclius, op. cit., p. 83, footnote 15: “By
‘imperial eschatology’ we understand the already ancient Christian idea that the
Roman empire is the fourth empire in the Book of Daniel, which, as the
‘withholding power’ (2 Thes. 2:7), would last until the advent of Antichrist; cf.
Podskalsy, Byzantinische Reichseschatologie, p. 55, note 332.”

2043 Walker, Catalogue 1, pp. 32-40.). ‘Abd al-Malik behaves like the collector of
sacred districts. In all of them the messianic messenge of his movement must be
proclaimed. The function of coins as means of propaganda is old.

205 Amikam Elad, Why did ‘Abd al-Malik build the Dome of the Rock? A Re-
examination of the Muslim Sources, Bayt al-Maqdis, Jerusalem and early Islam, ed.
by Jeremy Johns. Oxford 1999, p. 34: “According to al-Wagqidi, the reason for its
construction was that [‘Abd Allah] ibn al-Zubayr had then taken control (...) of
Mecca and, during the season of the hajj, he used to catalogue the vices of the Mar-
wanid family, and to summon (the people) to pay homage (...) to him (as caliph). He
was eloquent, and so the people inclined towards him. ‘Abd al-Malik, therefore,
prevented the people from performing the (...) hajj. (...) This became known to ‘Abd
al-Malik and he therefore prevented the (...) people from performing the hajj. The
people remained in the situation for a while, [and then] became agitated and raised a
clamor. He therefore built for them the Dome over the Rock and the [Friday]Mosque
of (...) al-Agsa in order to divert their attention from the hajj. They used to stand by
the Rock and circumambulate (...) it as they used to circumambulate the Kaba, and
slaughter [beasts] on the day of the feast (...).” The circumambulation of churches is
an old custom, like the sacrifice of a lamb, which is slaughtered by the pilgrims and
eaten. This tradition of the old Syrian church is still alive in the Caucasus, in
Georgia at the Kazbek.

26 p_Crone, The First-Century Concept of the Hijra, Arabica, (Leiden) 1994, p.
355: “The most striking characteristics of emigrants in the Qur’an is their associa-
tion with holy war. Rewards are held out to ‘those who emigrated... and fought and
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were slain’ (3:194), ‘those who emigrated and were slain and died’ (22:57), ‘those
who believe and have emigrated and struggled with their possessions and their
selves in the way of God’ (8:71/73, 9:19/20), ‘those who believe and have emigrated
and struggle in the way of God’ (8: 73/75), ‘those who have believed afterwards and
emigrated, and struggled with you’ ( 8:74/76), ‘those who emigrated after
persecution, then struggled and endured’ (16: 109/111) (...).”
2073, Walker, Catalogue 11, p. 253, N° P.130.
208 7. Walker, Catalogue II, p. xxix: “Besides the Khutba there was another of the
prerogatives of sovereignty that the Caliphs were careful to maintain, namely the
Sikka, or ‘coinage’, which implied the control of the minting of gold and silver
coins, especially the former.” If we follow this concept of the execution of the sikka
by the ruler, then we have any right to ask how it could be that anonymous gold and
silver coins were struck. As we have seen, the title “caliph” was not yet in use at that
time. In the year 127 of the Arabs the first mention of the “caliphate” (regency) is
attested. The title “imam* is not found in inscriptions of the first century of the
Arabs. For the time of the Umayyads it is only assumed in the traditional
historiographical literature.

o Christie’s, London, Islamic Art and Manuscripts, 16 October, 2001, p. 134, Lot
263, N° 2.
210 His place in traditional historiography is probably based on the depiction of his
life style, which is contrasted against that of his predecessors. The entire depiction
of the era of the Umayyads in the traditional account displays a repertoire of literary
topoi. Abii Hamza has the following to say about this “caliph”: “Then there took
charge after him Yazid b ‘Abd al-Malik, a sinner in whom right judgement was not
perceived. (...). Then he sat Hababa on his right and Sallama on his left and said,
‘Sing to me, Hababa, give me to drink, Sallama’. Then, when he had become drunk
and the wine had taken a hold on him, (...). Then he turned to one [of the] girls and
said, ‘Surely I shall fly!” “ (P. Crone, God’s Caliph, op. cit. , p. 131).
211 3. Walker, Catalogue I1, p. 262, B. 50.
22 Christie’s London, Islamic Art and Manuscripts, 16 October 2001, p. 134, N°
263, Lot 12. In an inscription there [TUtman bn al-Walid is mentioned.
23 Christie’s London, Islamic Art and Manuscripts, 16 October, 2001, p. 134, Lot
263, N° 11, N°12.
24 Wellhausen, Das Arabische Reich, Berlin 1902, p. 234-235 (my translation
from the German): “He set the other captives free and gave them presents; but
before, they had to pay hommage to the two sons of Valid, who were incarcerated in
Damascus. Marwan was intelligent enough not to appear under his own name, but as
advocate of the heirs of Valid I1. This cost the lives of the latter, as they were in the
hands of their enemies.”
2153, Walker, Catalogue 11, p. 260-261, Nos. 880-882, concerns the years 101-116
of the Arabs. In Kufa the desire for “justice” is expressed in inscriptions of all of the
years 100-126 of the Arabs. A “microscopic” reading of the epigraphic material
might yield considerable information about the social history of the time, on
condition that one is ready to read “what is really in the inscription”, instead of
squeezing it into the Bed of Procrustes of the traditional account.
216 3. Walker, Catalogue I1, pp. 227 f; 230; 275.
27 Den (...) Modern Persian Din, theological and metaphysical term with a variety
of meanings: “the sum of man’s spiritual attributes and individuality, vision, inner
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self, conscience, religion.” (...) Royalty (xwadayih) is founded on the religion, and
the religion on royalty and the exaltation of Iranian royalty (érith xwadayih) cannot
be separated from the submission to the Mazdean religion (Denkard, ed Madan, I, p.
47, de Menasce, 1973, p. 65) (Mansour Shaki, article “Daena” Eir, I, p. 279). Cf.
also the Modern Persian meaning of “xwadayth”: “Godship, divinity, divine, an
object of worship; the honor due to God“. (F. Steingass, Persian-Englisch
Dictionary, London 1892, entry: “h uda’1”).
218 yVaranah (Avestan) — “glory, splendor”; light-like anthropological-cosmological
principle; important for the legitimation of the ruler; Middle Persian xvarrah, Greek
tyche, Latin fortuna, Syriac gada; about this question see: Michael Stausberg, die
Religion Zarathushtras. Stuttgart 2002, I, p. 480.
29 g Moscati, article Aba Muslim’, EI? /141, “Abu Muslim, leader of the
revolutionary ‘Abbasid movement in Khurasan. He was of obscure antecedents,
probably a slave of Persian origin.”

O C. Wurtzel, The Coinage of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad Period,
ANS Museum Notes 23, New York 1878, p. 192, no. 36.
221 About the term “Al” see EI/345, “AL*,
222 «Muslim” (A.) — participle IV von s-I-m, designates an adherent of Islam; Hand-
worterbuch des Islam, op. cit., p. 550.
228 C. Wurtzel, The Coinage of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad Age, op.
cit., p. 192, N° 37.
224 C. Wurtzel, The coinage of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad Age, op.
cit., p. 153, N° 38.
225 B (arra de Vaux [L. Gardet], article “Basmala”, EI? I/1085: “whatever is said in
the Kur’an about al-Rahman is said elsewhere about Allah (Jomier, 370).”
226 About the veneration of St. Sergius by Khosrow Il see: G. Wiessner, Christli-
cher Heiligenkult im Umkreis eines Sassanianischen GroRkonigs. In: Festgabe deut-
scher Iranisten zur 2500 Jahrfeier Irans, ed. by W. Eilers, Stuttgart 1971, pp. 141-

156.
227

228

Cf. C.-P. Haase, article “Rusafa”, EI?, VIII/ p. 630-631.

Nevo und J. Koren, Crossroads to Islam, op. cit., p. 410.

29 G, Wiessner, Christlicher Heiligenkult im Umkreis eines Sassanianischen GroR-
konigs, op. cit., p. 149.

20 G, Wiessner, Christlicher Heiligenkult im Umkreis eines Sassanianischen GroR3-
kénigs. Op. cit., p. 149.

BLog, Wiessner, christlicher Heiligenkult im Umkreis eines Sassanianischen Grof3-
kénigs, op. cit., p. 150-154.

22 In “Operation of the mint at Jarash in the jund al-Urdunn”, Alan Walmsley, who
has excavated at both Jarash and Pella, gave a summary of recent work at Jarash.
The prosperity of the region in late antiquity was firmly based on agriculture and it
is now clear that this prosperity continued throughout the Umayyad period. The
remains of 23 churches have now been uncovered by the site, many containing
elaborate mosaic floors damaged by Christian iconoclasts in the eighth century”
(ONS Newsletter N° 174, London 2003, p. 3).

%33 G. Ostrogorski, op. cit., p. 123.
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2 6. Ostrogorski, Die Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 180. See

also footnote N° 5: “Mansi 12, 975 (= Caspar, Zeitschr. F. Kirchengesch. 52, 85, line
382).”

25 Leuthold, Milaresie Bizantine e Dirham Arabi, Milano 2005, p. 11-12.

2% 6. Ostrogorski, Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 130.

27 6. Ostrogorski, Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates, op. cit., p. 170

238 Wilferd Madelung, article “Al-Mahdt”, EI2, V/ p. 1235.

2% A dirham from Ifrigiya of the year 137 of the Arabs, see: Sotheby’s London,
Coins, Medals and Banknotes,2 &3 May 2001, Lot N° 912. The coin from
Gharshistan was first described in 1894 (O. Codrington, Numismatic Chronicle,
London 1894, p. 88). More recent findings are attested. Baldwin Auctions Ltd and
Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin Auction 10, London 2005, Lot 56
(with pictures): “This is the only recorded issue from the mint of Gharshistan, a
district in northwest Afghanistan, around the headwaters of the Murghab in the
Harat division of Khurasan.

240 “Say (O Muhammad, unto mankind): T ask of you no fee therefor, save loving
kindness among kinsfolk.” (surah 42:23). This motto is also found on the copper
coin of Khalid bn Ibrahim of the year 138 of the Arabs, see C. Wurtzel, The Coinage
of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad Period, op. cit., p. 196, N° 46. The use
of the term “muslim” as a personal name can be found on inscriptions of the 2™
century of the Arabs. A man called Muslim (bn Arraf) is attested on Egyptian
weights and measures of the year 119 of the Arabs. (Paul Balog, Umayyad,
‘Abbasid and Tulunid Glass Weights and Vessel Stamps, The American
Numismatic Society, New York, 1976, p. 319, 321).

1 The connection of the “family” of Abd al-Malik and the distribution of the
notion of Jesus as the muhammad in Syria in the time after 681 CE has been re-
interpreted by the traditional account as follows: “He [al-Muhallabi] ends his report
by saying that no one in Syria had ever doubted that the Bani Umayya were the sole
relatives of the Prophet. In this context it is worth noting the report that, immediately
after the Abbasids victory, a delegation of Syrian notables visited the first ‘Abbasid
caliph, Aba I-‘Abbas al- Saffah, and swore that they had been unaware that the
Prophet had any other relatives or family worthy of succeeding him except the
Umayyads, until after the ‘Abbasids had seized power” (Amikam Elad, Why did
‘Abd al-Malik build the Dome of the Rock? op. cit., p. 45).

242 R.C. Zaehner, Zurvan, op. cit., p. 336.

243 ¢, Wurtzel, The Coinage of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad Period, op.
cit., p. 186, N° 30.

244 SICA, p.343-345.

> Baldwin’s Auction Ltd and Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction in London N° 9, London 2004, Lot 3172: “Anonymous Drachm, GRM-KR-
MAN (unidentified mint in Kirman province) 70h, obv. Pahlavi legend MHMT
PGTAMI Y DAT (Muhammad is the messenger of God) in place of governor’s
name, bism allah wali al-amr in margin, 3,93g (Walker-, SICA-, Gaube-) (...). See
the article “An Interesting Arab-Sasanian Dirham” by A. Shams Eshragh in ONS
Newsletter 178, which describes a coin struck from the same dies as the present spe-
cimen. However, on the Shams Eshragh specimen the ‘I-amr in the 3™ quarter of the
obverse margin has been erased from the die and replaced with ‘llah.” This coin is
also discussed by Clive Foss, A New and Unusual Kharijite Dirham, ONS
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Newsletter N° 182, London 2005, p.11-13. Here the coin is treated according to the
information found in the traditional historiography.

246 A, Shams Eshragh, An interesting Arab-Sasanian Dirhem, ONS Newsletter N°
178, London 2004, p.45-46.

247 cwali (A.). (..) As a religious term walt roughly corresponds to our ‘saint’; but
the notion behind the term led to the development of an entire doctrine with practical
implications, so that the use of the word has to be explained in more detail. The

doctrine is not yet known by the Qur’an. There the term wali has a number of

meanings: a close relative, whose murder requires revenge (surah 17:35), friend of
God (surah 10:63) or ally of God; it is also used for God himself, like in surah
2:257: ‘Allah is the Protecting Friend of those who believe’; the same title is given
to the prophet and is one of the names of God in the Islamic rosary.”
(Handwadrterbuch des Islam, op. cit., p. 793-794).

248 \We are dealing with the inscription and writing on the rim of the coin found in
Shams Eshragh in the Newsletter 178 of the ONS.

%% The character mentioned by the traditional account as Al bn Abi Talib corres-
ponds to the requirements of the fundamentalist Iranian legalists: “He engaged in
warfare against ‘erring’ Muslims as a matter of duty, in order to ‘sustain the Faith
and to make the right way (al-huda) triumphant’ [This corresponds to the procedure
of Zoroastrian religious judges against Iranians who converted to Christianity;
author’s note] (...) when battles ended, he showed his grief, wept for the dead, and
even prayed over his enemies. Even the apparent ambiguity of his attitude towards
the Harurites can be explained by his fear of disobeying God; though persuaded by
them that the arbitration was a sin, he recognised also that to infringe the convention
of Siffin was equally a sin (...).” Here we can see why, from an Iranian perspective,
the designation ‘wali al-amr’ (representative of the amr) had to be given up and
replaced by the reduced formula ‘wali allah’ (friend of God). For an Iranian mind, it
was a ‘sin’ to intervene in the divine chain of command, as it would be tantamount
to blending. To accept arbitration means to blend divine and human will, which is
$irk’ (“blending”; Modern Islamic understanding: “idolatry”). God is defined as ‘la
sarik la-hu’ (“he has no partner”). That is why Al bn Ab1 Talib was missing, when
he did not accept the final battle, as it proves that he was not ‘fortunate’. According
to an Iranian, legalist model a leader has to leave the final decision to God, though
convinced of his being chosen. Whoever trusts his own ‘xvarnah’, will fight until the
end. Only then it will show whether he could rely on his ‘fortuna’. Should he be
defeated, then will happen what happened to Khosrow after his defeat against
Heraclius. He will be defamed and killed. The EI continues: “Obedience to the
divine Law was the keynote to his conduct, but his ideas were governed by an
excessive rigorism, (...).” (EI* I/ p. 385: “Ali bn Abi Talib”).

250 ¢, Wurtzel, The Coinage of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad Time, op.
cit., p. 176-177 (Group 4-A). “The development of the so-called Khariji move-
ment(s) during the Umayyad period is a complex matter. However, a glimpse at the
activities of many of the groups and individuals referred to by the literary sources as
Kharijis or any of several synonyms (Hararis, Shurat, Azraqis, and others) reveals
that they do not have much, if anything, to do with ‘judgement’ of any sort. The
slogan allegedly used by the original Kharijis was maintained by some of the later
Kharijis to lend to their activities a religious and historical legitimacy and sense of
continuity. Their motto might also be translated ‘Authority (or ‘Law’) belongs to
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God alone’, which would more appropriately characterize their activities during the
Umayyad period.”
5 p, Balog, Umayyad, ‘Abbasid and Tulunid Glass Weights and Vessel Stamps,
op. cit., p. 109-113 (The Family of Muhammad (Al-Muhammad).
22 p. Balog, Umayyad, ‘Abbasid and Tulunid Glass Weights and Vessel Stamps,
op. cit., p. 116: “In the name of Allah. Order/ from the son of Hashim for ho/nesty.
Among those things which ordered / the amir / Salih b. ‘Ali. At the hands of al-
/Luga.[Lukas] One-quarter qist, / full measure.”
3 MG. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, Princeton 1984, p. 357: “It
should be clear that the distinctive position of the ‘Nestorian’ Church developed in
the early seventh century in reaction to the threat of a compromise with the Mo-
nophysites.”
254 About the development of this doctrine see M. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim
Conquest, op. cit., p. 358 and Fn. 100.
25 M.G. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, op. cit., p. 355: “They seem to
have been recognised as ‘Nestorians’ by the seventh century, since at the disputation
of 612 Khusraw Parviz [Khosrau II.] called them ‘those who proclaim the name of
Nestorius’. Monks from Nasibin who went to North Africa in the middle of the
seventh century are called Nestorians in a Monothelite source. Rabban Hurmizd is
called ‘our Nestorius’ because he combatted local Monophysites, and Nestorius was
used occasionally as a proper name. Later Nestorians preferred to believe that name
did not mean that they were followers of Nestorius but that he would have agreed
with them.”
2% Surahs 3:110; 5:82; 2:141; 5:17; 5:73; 2:135.
57 The emergence of a ‘Nestorian’ identity is due to the foundation of theological
schools. These schools might have been the model for the later founding of Muslim
Schools of Law (Arabic (sg.): mazhab) in Bagdad. This might, however, goes back
to Zoroastrian traditions as well: “The ‘Nestorian’ identity became permanent
because its doctrine was institutionalized in the liturgy and in the teaching of the
schools. The organization and spread of schools among the Nestorians in the sixth
and seventh centuries was one of the most powerful forces shaping the separate
group nature of the Eastern church. This was mainly because the schools themselves
imparted the doctrine and exegesis of Theodore of Mopsuestia. This began in the
fifth century, when the works of Theodore were translated into Syriac for use in the
School of the Persians at Edessa. When the school was closed in 489 by the
Byzantine emperor Zeno, its members in dispersion carried Theodore’s exegesis
across the border to Nasibin, where the school was reconstituted under the patronage
of Bar Sawma.(...) The curriculum included church doctrine and Greek sciences and
took three years to complete. The study of theology involved the transcription and
explanation of scripture, the liturgy, the hymns, responses, and the commentaries of
Theodore. Science meant mainly the study of logic and medicine at the hospital
(...).” (M. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, op. cit.,, p. 359). Similar
institutions were not available for the “Old Believers” among the Christians of Iran.
Their early center Gundeshapar in Khazistan, where the bishop of Antioch had been
deported under Shapur | in the 3" century CE, had come under the influence of the
Nestorians.

J. Lassner, article “Hashimiyya”, EI? IIL./ p. 265: “Van Vloten, followed by
other scholars, showed that the name had in fact a different origin. From some
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passages in the chronicles, confirmed by the heresiological literature, it is clear that
the term Hashimiyya was applied in Umayyad times to a religious-political faction
2 “Harran is a very old town in Mesopotamia, close to the source of the Balikh
between Edessa and Ras al-Ain. It is known as the home of Abraham and Laban,
and especially famous as head area of the Sabians and their religion.”
(Handwdrterbuch des Islam, op. cit., p. 167). “The characteristics of the tired old
man, the plotting ancestor, the cold and dark evildoer are ascribed to the planet
called kimanu by the Chaldeans (West-Semitic: Kaiwan) (...) in the planet prayer of
the Arabic Picatrix (H. Ritter, Vortr. Bibl. Warbg. 1921/22, p. 118 f.); usually this is
ascribed to the Sabians of Harran, who, according to the reliefs of Urfa (appr.
150/200 CE) venerated K.-Saturn, among other star deities (J.B: Segal, Anat. Stud.
3, 1953, p. 107 ff.). In these, like in other astrological traditions of the Middle Ages,
which are linked to late antiquity, the god preserves the negative features of
gloominess, slowness and unfriendliness.” (J. Seznic The Survival of the pagan.
Gods, 1953, p. 39 f., 53ff. R. Klibansky/F. Saxl/ E. Panofsky Saturn and Melan-
choly, 1964, 127ff. 159ff. [17], 170 f. 186f.) (Der Kleine Pauly, op. cit., IIL, p.
365).

260 About this question see the article “Din” (Handworterbuch des Islam, op. cit., p.
98-99.

261 “The absence of mint-names on most of the gold dinars issued by the Umayyad
and early ‘Abbasid Caliphs poses a challenging problem of attribution which has not
heretofore received the attention it deserves. Where were these dinars struck?” (G.C.
Miles, Some Early Arab Dinars, ANS Museum Notes 111, New York 1948, p. 93). In
this list, G.C. Miles also described the new type of dinar which was struck in 132 of
the Arabs with the inscription quoting surah 9:33.

%62 «“Dualism becoming language” (Die Versprachlichung des Dualismus): Lexical
Dichotomies. The authors of “Young Avestan texts’ endeavored to use a separate or
corresponding vocabulary for certain components of the world of good and the
world of evil. This ‘lexical dichotomy’ reproduces, marks and specifies, on the
linguistic level, the distinction of a ‘sphere’ of evil and one of good.” (M. Stausberg,
Zarathushtra, 1, op. cit., p. 134).

Baldwin’s Auction Ltd and Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC Islamic Coin
Auction N° 11, London 2006, N° 147 (Dirham, al-Hashimiya, 138h.). The Corpus of
Abbasid coins of Nicholas Lowick was meant to be a standard work for coins of this
time. This book of the curator of the British Museum, London, was published
posthumously. Unfortunately, it must be considered the victim of an editorial mess.
4" An explanation why the ghost town of al-Hasimiya cannot be found is given by
J. Lassner, article ‘Hashimiyya’ EI? III/ p. 265-266: “Hashimiyya, name of the admi-
nistrative capital of the ‘Abbasids before the building of Baghdad, referring not to a
single place but to wherever the Caliph chose to establish his residence. (...) The
proclivity of the ‘Abbasid Caliphs for this constant moving is still unexplained; it
does suggest, that they were searching for a site which could satisfy certain
particular needs.”

® A. Duri, article ‘Baghdad’, EI? 1/908: map belonging to the article “Baghdad”
with a round city marked in red. The sketch shows four gates, one for each of the
Sassanian parts of the empire. The palace and the central mosque are also indicated.
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266 Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd and Arabian Coins & Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin

Auction N° 10, London 2005, N° 57.

257 |_eu Numismatics Ltd, Auktion 62, Ziirich 1995, S.31, N° 259.

%68 Baldwin’s Auction Ltd. and Arabian Coins & Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction in London N° 9, London 2004, N° 3266.

2%9" | eu Numismatics Ltd, Auktion 62, Ziirich 1995, S. 31, N° 262.

270 Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. and Arabian Coins & Medals, Islamic Coin Auction N°
2, Dubai 2000, N° 244.

271 |_eu Numismatics Ltd, Auktion 62, Ziirich 1995, S. 31, N° 261.

"2 Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd & Arabian Coins & Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction in London N° 7, London 2003, N° 69.

2% Sjehe Irfan Shahid, article ‘Najran’, EVII/872.

27% |eu Numismatics Ltd., Auktion 62, Ziirich 1995, S. 31, N° 268.

T, Nagel, Untersuchungen zur Entstehung des Abbasidischen Kalifats, Bonn
1972, p. 93.

276 M. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, op. cit. p. 211: “By 657 a birdhawn
market existed at Kufa, (...) and the ambling birdhawn was rated as one of the
excellences of Basra.”

2T M, Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, op. cit., p. 188; p. 259.

% T, Nagel, Untersuchungen zur Entstehung des Abbasidischen Kalifates, op. cit.
p. 94.

T, Nagel, Untersuchungen zur Entstehung des Abbasidischen Kalifats, ibid. 94-
p. 95.

80 1, Nagel, Untersuchungen zur Entstehung des Abbasidischen Kalifats, ibid. 95-
96 (Ahmad bn Hanbal).

%81 Wilferd Madelung, article “Al-Mahdt”, EI?V/12: “The first ‘Abbasid caliph gave
himself the Kufan messianic name al-Saffah in his inaugural sermon in the mosque
of Kiifa in 132/749.“ (...) As for the Saffah, he will pour out money and blood in
abundance.” Cf. also the depiction of the Abbasid traditional historiography of the
time of al-Saffah, al-Mansar and of the Mahdi.

282 . Madelung, Apocalyptic Prophecies in Hims in the Umayyad Age, op. cit., p.
146: “The caliphate of Muawiya was remembered as a time when money was flow-
ing for everybody. (...) ‘Say four. The fifth will be that money will overflow among
you, such that a man may be given a hundred dinars and he will get angry about it
(deeming it little).”

8GR Puin, Der Diwan von ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, Bonn 1970, p. 160.

G.-R. Puin, Der Diwan von ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, ibid., p. 69.

See R. Zaehner, Zurvan, op. cit., p. 334.

H. Waldmann, Heilsgeschichtlich verfasste Theologie und Ménnerbiinde. Die
Grundlagen des gnostischen Weltbildes, Tiibingen 1994, p. 69; about this question
see also: Fn. 210: “About the excessive angelology, e.g. in Qumran, which in many
respects — up to the terminology used — was influenced by Iranian notions, and
which might be considered as an important mediator of this notion, see the
impressive compilations in Haag, 1968, p. 390. About the already mentioned Iranian
terms in writings found in Qumran see the lists compiled by Sukenik in Dupont-
Sommer, 1955 on p. 222 of the edition of 1981.”
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285
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R. Gyselen, Arab-Sasanian Copper Coinage, op. cit., p. 73, p.138 (Type 24).
Wilferd Madelung, article “Al-Mahdi”, EI?V/ p. 1233-1234: “the thesis of the
identity of names was evidently already well-established there, since his supporters
did not try to identify him with the Mahdi but with the Mansur (al-Tabari, ii, 1676),
a messianic figure originating in Yemenite beliefs.” (...).“As for the Mansiir, no flag
of his will be turned back.” Here, Christological predicates are re-interpreted and
become agents in an eschatological scenario.

28 | eu Numismatics Ltd, Zirich, Auktion 62, Ziirich 1995, p.33, N° 292 (with
pict.).

2% | eu Numismatics Ltd. Auction Leue 62, Ziirich 1995, 33, N° 301.

21 Wilferd Madelung, article “Al-Mahd1”, EI?V/ p. 1231: “The term mahd as such
does not occur in the Qur’an; but the name is clearly derived from the Arabic root h-
d-y commonly used in the meaning of divine guidance.“

22 CE. Bosworth, The New Islamic Dynasties, Edinburgh 1996, p. 6.

2% p, Balog, Umayyad, ‘Abbasid and Tulunid Glass Weights and Vessel Stamps,
op. cit., p. 168-169, N°. 505-506. In this period clients of the governor (amir al-
mu’minin) appear for the first time in inscriptions. See ibid., p. 176-177: “Matar,
mawla amir al-mu’minin” Nos. 528-30.

2% Wilferd Madelung, article “Al. Mahd1”, EI?V/ p. 1234: “‘Matters will only grow
in hardship, the world will only increase in backward movement, and the people in
greed. The Hour will rise only on the worst of people. There will be no Mahdit but
‘Isa b. Maryam.” The hadith given added prestige by the fact that al-Safif
(d.204/820) transmitted it from al-Djanadi. Included by Ibn Madja in his Sunnan, it
was later interpreted by supporters of the belief in the Mahd1 as meaning that no-one
spoke in the cradle (mahd) except Jesus or that the Mahdi would rule only in
accordance with the instructions of Jesus since only the latter, as a prophet, was
infallible (...).” Here the close connection between the person of the Mahdt and his
fravasi, the eschatological Jesus, is still visible.

2% | eu Numismatics Ltd, Auction Leu 62, Ziirich 1995, p. 34, N° 310.

2% Lavoix, Catalogue des Monnaies Musulmanes de la Bibliothéque Nationale,
Khalifes Orientaux, Paris 1887, p. 161, N° 697.

297 «In Rivayat (...) it is said that the inhabitants of Paradise will live in love and
friendship, while the inhabitants of hell will be isolated from one another and only
think of themselves” (M. Stausberg, Die Religion Zarathushtras, op. cit., p. 304).
Therefore it is only consequent that the disbeliever will have “no lover here this
day” (Surah 69:35).

2% M. Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, op. cit., p. 534. EI2VIII/ p. 567-
568, “Rizq”. There the Middle Persian etymology of the term is indicated, see
Jeffery, The foreign vocabulary of the Qur’an, p. 142-3, “...the believer is promised
this divine allocation both in this life and the Hereafter, prompting him to
continuous praise of this ‘Best of Providers’).”

29 «And some men say, ‘God created the sinner that he might sin and burn in
Gehenna, and the righteous man that he might be proclaimed righteous and enjoy
happiness in Paradise’. And the question ‘Wherefore?’ is not to be asked. Man hath
not dominion over existence. And others affirm the existence of freedom (i.e., free
will) like the Christians” (E. Wallis Budge, The Chronography of Gregory Abu I-
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Faraj 1225-1286 The Son of Aaron, the Hebrew Physician Commonly Known as
Bar Hebraeus, London 1932, p. 92)
300 Attested by coins in Ifrigiya of the year 145 of the Arabs.
%01 As evidence the silver coins of three years shall suffice at this point. They can
easily be found in the auction catalogs cited. The advantage of attestation in modern
auction catalogs is that — unlike older standard works — they do not only offer the
reader a description, but usually a high quality picture as well, which enables the
reader to check the reading of the description: Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd and Arabian
Coins & Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin Auction in London N° 6, London 2003, N° 67:
“al-Mahdi” (158-169h), Dirham, al-Yamama 166h, 2.89g (Lowick 573): Islamic
Coin Auction in London N° 7, London 2003, N° 80: “al-Mahdi, Dirham, al-Yamama
167h, 2.61g (Lowick 578)”; N° 81: “al-Mahdi, Dirham, al-Yamama 168h, with the
name of the governor ‘Abd Allah b. Sallid, 2.74g (Lowick 582).”
302 The corresponding passages of the traditional account describing the presence of
the Sassanians in Arabia are cited in: P. Crone, Meccan Trade and the rise of Islam,
Oxford 1987, p. 48-49.
03 g, Budge, Bar Hebraeus, op. cit., p. 116.
%04 1 B. Segal, article ‘Ibn al-’IbrT ( Bar Hebraeus), EI2, 111/ p. 804.
05 Misa al-Hadi, s. C. Bosworth, The New Islamic Dynasties, op. cit., p. 6.
306\, Al-"Ush, Arab Islamic Coins preserved in the National Museum of Qatar, op.
cit., p. 343, N° 1011 (Basra, Jahr 164), N° 1013 (Basra, Jahr 168).
%075 H. Wehr, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic, Wiesbaden 1961, p. 651:
“‘ahd: close observance, strict adherence (to); keeping, fulfillment; commitment;
obligation, liability; responsibility, pledge, vow; promise (..).”
308 M. Al-"Ush, Arab Islamic Coins preserved in the National Museum of Qatar, op.
cit, p. 357, N° 1559, Arran, 169, mentioning Moses; p. 361, N° 1568, Al-
’ Abbassiya, 170, mentioning al-Hadi.
309 M, Al-"Ush, Arab Islamic Coins preserved in the National Museum of Qatar, op.
cit., p. 340, N° 1502.
30 v p. Nevo, Z. Cohen, D. Heftman, Ancient Arabic Inscriptions from the Ne-
gev, vol I, op. cit.,p. 136.

! Dr. B. Peus Nachf. Katalog 363, 2500 Jahre Persische Munzpragung, unter Mit-
arbeit von Dr. Lutz Illisch, Frankfurt/M. 2000, p. 62, Nos. 5799, 5800.
312 ). & C. Artuk, Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizerleri Teshirdeki Islami Sikkeler
Katalogu, Istanbul 1970, S. 62, N° 221. It is a unique coin.
3 &cC. Artuk, Istanbul, op. cit.,S. 24, N° 202 (al-Muhammadiya, year 172).
314 | & C. Artuk, Istanbul, op. cit., S. 78, N° 270 (Dirham, Sijistan, 172); Leu
Numismatics Ltd, Auction Leu 62, Ziirich 1995, p. 38, N° 362, Dirtham, Arran, 189).
3 M. Al-"Ush, Arabic Islamic Coins preserved in the National Museum of Qatar,
op. cit., p. 468, N° 1770.
318 Here a few examples shall suffice: The dirham of Madinat al-Salam, year 146
(Lowick 1162), does not mention Mans dr. How can it be that the rule in the alleged
capital is anonymous? How can it be explained that gold coins struck between the
years 132 and 169 of the Arabs are totally anonymous? (G. C. Miles, Some Early
Arab Dinars, Museum Notes Ill, The American Numismatic Society, New York
1948, pp.104-107).
317 Lowick 2061.
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318
319

Lowick 642.

The Dirham of Misr of the year 182 of the Arabs could be considered as an
example (Lowick 508).

320 Evidence for this are the silver coins from ‘Uman of the years 81 and 90 of the
Arabs. (M. G. Klat, Catalogue of the Post-Reform Dirhams, The Umayyad Dynasty,
op. cit., p. 190, Nos. 499-500).

21 The minting activities of the mint in al-Yaman begins with an anonymous
copper coin of the year 157 of the Arabs. Copper coins of this mint in the name of
the representation of rule of the Mahdi — identical to the muhammad (the
eschatological Jesus) — are attested for the years 157 and 158 of the Arabs. A silver
coin according to local standards of the year 172 is the first known silver coin of
Arab rule in Sana. Earlier evidence of the Arab Empire or a post-Sassanian
administration in Sana cannot be found; see R.J. Bikhazi, Coins of al-Yaman, Al-
Abhath, Beirut 1970, p. 17 & 20, Nos. 1-5.

%22 Baldwin’s Auction Ltd & Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction in London N° 9, London 2004, N° 3284 (al-Ma’miin, Dirham, San’a’ 210h,
1,44 qg).

523 Hijaz 185, Tiib. Coll. AL7 B4; a gold coin mentioning the Higaz of the year 105
of the Arabs can be found in the collection of the American Numismatic Society.
Originally it was part of the collection of the Egyptian princess Isma’il; cf. G.C.
Miles, Some Early Arab Dinars, op. cit., p.102, N° 84. A second specimen can be
found in the Israel Museum. It was only found a few years ago by A. Berman during
excavations in Kapernaum. In a later article the question will be discussed whether
higaz really refers to a geographical area or rather is the Arabic translation of the
“katechon”.

324 g, Album, Sylloge of Islamic Coins in the Ashmolean, vol. 10, Oxford 1999, PI.
23, N° 488.

%5 “The fact that imaman means ‘priests’ comes out very clearly in three
superadded words preceding a verse corresponding to Jn. 9:24 (...): mukhataba
kahtinan u-imaman. Kthiinan is clearly a loan-word deriving in all probability from
the Syriac kohana (priest), and is used as an equivalent of imaman. In the Persian
Diatesseron, cases of double translation of this kind are frequent. Accordingly the
three words mean, “talk (addressed by) the priests” (S. Pines, “Gospel Quotations
and Cognate Topics in ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Tathbit in Relations to early Christian and
Judaeo-Christian Readings and Traditions”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 9
(1987), p. 213).

36 .C. Miles, Some Early Arab Dinars, op. cit., p. 111, Nos. 125, 124.

27 . Madelung, Apocalyptic Prophecies in Hims in the Umayyad Age, op. cit., p.
168. These traditions are relatively recent, in spite of their purported age. The caliph
is seen as the representative of a religious community. In the concept of the ‘millet’
(communities) he is the spokesman of the Muslims. Other communities have their
spokesman as well. The Patriarch has therefore the function of a caliph of the
orthodoxy etc. The mention of the Muhagiran points to the emergence of the legend
not before the 3 century of the Arabs. Without the notion of the Islamic higra
(exodus) the muhagiran (emigrants) cannot be conceived. Here the attempt to find a
new approach to Quranic materials can be observed, after the initiators of Quranic
notions, the Aramaic Arabi, have disappeared. Their “higra” had been their journey
to Jerusalem, their exile the deportation at the time of the Sassanian rule. In the third
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century of the Arabs the old Quranic texts had to be re-interpreted. An early
highlight of this movement for a new understanding of Quranic texts is al-Tabar1’s
“Tafsir”.

328 Handwdrterbuch des Islam, op. cit., p. 206

329 |n the collection Baldasari = Auction Leu 62, Zurich 1995, a dirham can be
found which has been ascribed to this enemy of the family for the year 201 of the
hig ra in Baghdad. The coin (N° 537) is described with a picture: “Anonymous, with
mintmark mim below rev.” How can the author of the catalog (Dr. Ludger Illisch,
Tubingen) ascribe an anonymous coin to an enemy of al-Ma,min who is only
known in the traditional historiographical literature? Moreover, we read: “Tiesen-
hausen 1716 (attributed to Ibrahim al-Mubarak with reference to Fraehn).” This
reveals the misery of ascribing coins instead of describing them. Instead of
admitting that the coin is anonymous, which does not allow such an interpretation,
the numismatist intervenes with a correction “according to the traditional account”.
This is highly debatable. If Islamic Studies develop like this, it will lead to a
situation where in a hundred years a never-attested ruler is replaced by another
never-attested one and the results are published as new findings. In the traditional
account the rule in Baghdad from the end of the year 201 higra until the year 203
was in the hands of a man called Ibrahim bn Mubarak bn al-Mahdi. Of course, his
alleged coins are anonymous, see Sammlung Baldasari N° 538. Here again, the
anonymous coins are ascribed to a ruler possessing the minting authority, whose
name is a series of pious notions, which insinuate a genealogy.

830y, Madelung, New Documents Concerning Al-Ma’miin, Al-Fadl b. Sahl and
‘Ali Al-Rida, in: Religious and Ethnic Movements in Medieval Islam, Hampshire
1992, p. 333.

%31 Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, op. cit., p. 141.

332 Sammlung Baldasari = Auction Leu 62, Leu Numismatics Ltd, Zurich 1995, p.
49, N° 521.

33 Sammlung Baldasari = Auction Leu 62, Leu Numismatics Ltd, Zirich 1995, p.
48, N° 516.

34 Sammlung Baldasari = Auction Leu 62, Leu Numismatics Ltd, Zirich 1965, p.
46, N° 484.)

335\, Madelung, New Documents Concerning al-Ma’miin, al-Fadl b. Sahl and ‘Al1
Rida, op. cit., p. 343. Similarly ibid., p. 345: “The startling announcement of the
letter that al-Mam’@in appointed ‘Ali al-Rida in the belief that the ‘Abbasid
caliphate was about to come to an end after him and would be followed by the
apocalyptic age of tribulation and the coming of the Mahdi must be seen in the light
of the evidence that such expectations were very strong and widespread at the time.”
336 |_eu Numismatics Ltd, Auction Leu 62, Zirich 1995, p. 48, N° 514 (Dirham, al-
Muhammadiya, year 202 of the Arabs, or year 202 of the meanwhile assumed
‘hig ra’ des Propheten der Araber.

%37 The fact that messianic hopes and the expectation of the second coming of Christ
lived on led to a fierce antagonism between movements expecting the Mahdi and the
so-called Abbasids. As an example we might adduce the movement of the
Qarmatians in Bahrayn: “Related instances of Mahdism in the Muslim East during
the 4"/10™ century may be pointed out briefly without great elaboration: In East
Arabia, al-Bahrayn was the stronghold of the Old Believer Carmatians since the year
286/900. (...) There, the expectation of the mahdi was extraordinarily vivid. The
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ruling missionary Abt Sa’id al-Jannabi proclaimed his coming from the direction of
the mountains in the course of AH 300 (AD 912-13). Like Yahya b. Zikrawayh
before him, Abli Sa’id was later falsely considered to have declared himself the
mahdi. According to Nasir-i Khusraw who visited al-Ahsa’ in 442/1051, a bridled
horse was kept ready for Abi Sa’id in front of his grave because tradition had it that
he had announced his return.” Here we are reminded of the “pack horse” of al-
Saffah, as well as the alleged appearance of a white horse without horseman at the
time of the Zand rebellion in Southern Iraq. “The year 300 went by without
fulfillment of the promise, but the idea of imminent Parousia did not suffer a lasting
blow. This becomes clear from the events of 312/924. Crowds of people, indeed
whole families from al-Iraq moved to the Carmathian state in al-Bahrayn expecting
to witness the Mahdi’s immediate appearance and the founding of his rule over the
world. At that time, Abt Said’s son and successor Abli Tahir was considered to be
the walf (plenipotentiary) and the hujja (argument) of the mahdi. When he menaced
Baghdad the same year, it was said, that this would bring about the disclosure of
religious truth and the rise of the mahdi and that it would put an end to the
‘Abbasides, to the jurist, those who recite the Qur’an and traditionalists. Although
this speculation disappointed, the immediate expectation of the mahdi continued.
Poetry of Abti Tahir underlines the role of Jesus in it.” (K. Franz, Parousia, Political
Rule and the Bedouins of the Tenth Century CE. Beiruter Blatter, Mitteilungen des
Orient-Instituts Beirut 10-11, Beirut 2002-3, p. 62).

%38 3. Pines, The Jewish Christians of the Early Centuries of Christianity according
to a New Source, Proceedings of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities
11.10, Jerusalem 1966, p. 277

339 3. Johns, Archaeology and the History of Early Islam, JESHO 46,4 (Leiden
2003), p. 429: “The invocation on the north-east side particularly attracts attention
(fig. 8): ‘Muhammad is the messenger of God, May God bless him and accept his
intercession on the day of the resurrection on behalf of his [His?} community’
(Muhammad rastl Allah salla ‘alayhi wa-taqabbala shaf[a]’atahu yawm al-qiy[a]ma
fi ummatihi). It calls upon God to accept the intercession of Muhammad for the
Muslims on the Day of Judgement.

The idea is not Qur’anic, for nowhere in the Qur’an does Muhammad appear
as an intercessor. What is more, the idea of Muhammad as an intercessor does not fit
comfortably with the Umayyad conception of the caliphate, according to which the
most direct path to salvation led through the caliph (Crone and Hinds 1986: 27-42).

After this appearance in the Dome of the Rock, Muhammad does not again

appear in the role of intercessor for some 150 years.” Obviously J. Johns recognizes
two different appearances of the term muhammad as well: the “muhammad” of the
Dome of the Rock and the Muhammad of later tradition. He does not manage,
however, to keep these two figures — ‘Isa bn Maryam as muhammad und
Muhammad bn ‘Abdallah — apart.
30 This unconvincing explanation still is accepted as sufficient: Bakka, which
cannot be localized, is simply equated with Mecca/Makka. See the translation by
Paret: “Das erste (Gottes)haus, das den Menschen aufgestellt worden ist, ist
dasjenige in Bakka (d.h. Mekka), (aufgestellt) zum Segen und der Rechtleitung der
Menschen in aller Welt.” At least he mentions the form Bakka. Pickthall translates
(at least in a modern edition): “Lo! the first Sanctuary appointed for mankind was
that at Mecca, a blessed place, a guidance to the peoples.”
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1w, Madelung, The Sufyani between Tradition and History, in: Religious and

Ethnic Movements in Medieval Islam, op. cit., 11, p. 36.

342 | eu Numismatics Ltd, Leu Auction 62, Ziirich 1995, p. 47, N° 501 (Dirham,
Samargand, 210 h.) and Peus Nachf. 2500 Jahre Persische Munzpragung, Katalog
363, Frankfurt 2000, p. 67, N° 5898 (Dirham, Abarshahr, 210 h.); Baldwin’s
Auctions Ltd & Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin Auction N° 11,
London 2006, N° 64 (Dirham, Samargand, 217 h.); Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd and
Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin Auction N° 6, London 2003, N° 96
(Dirham, Marw, 217 h).

3 Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd & Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction N° 5, London 2002, N° 104 (Dirham, San’a’, 217h.).

%% Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd & Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction N° 6, London 2003, No 95.

%% Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd & Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction N° 6, London 2003, N° 97.

346 | ey Numismatics Ltd, Islamic Coins, Auction Leu 62, Zirich 1995, p. 51, 562.
%7 Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd & Arabian Coins and Medals (LLC), Islamic Coin
Auction N° 4, London 2002, N° 173 (Dirham, Mekka, 253 h.); see about this
question also the annotation according to the traditional account: “In this period the
Holy City of Makka was subject to almost constant civil strife. Gold dinars are
recorded for 249h and the early 250s; for example, in 252h the gold covering the
Makam lbrahim was stripped so that it could be converted into dinars to pay the
troops. While two excessively rare first period Abbasid dirhams are known to have
been struck in the Holy City in 201h and 203h, this is the earliest Abbasid Second
Period dirham recorded from this mint.” Thus traditional Islamic numismatics
distinguishes between a First and a Second period of Abbasid rule. Contrary to this
conventional view | see the end of the first period, which is marked by the end of
Ma,min, as a totally new beginning.

38 g, MGH, Auct. antiquissimorum tomus XI, Chronicorum minorum, vol. I, Th.
Mommsen (Hrsg.), Berlin 1894, S. 347. Personal communication by J. Thomas.
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